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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20TH, 2012 


The Editor and staff at The GiM wish all our readers and advertisers a very peaceful 
Christmas and every good fortune in the New Year. We are now taking a festive break 
and will not be publishing next week, but we will be back again on Thursday, January 3 




THE JOY OF GIVING... 



ABOVE: Gladstone Road pupils have been thinking of others 
this Christmas - and packing some festive presents for them! 
(SEE THE FULL STORY ON PAGE 8). 


_ _ 

Rc5yal Balti 

FINEST INDIAN & BANGLADESHI CUISINE 

44 Vere Street, Barry CF63 2HU 

01446 421366/421377 




£1 DISCOUNT- On every £±0 spent 


(collection orders only) 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

...to all our customers ^ 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK T • 

THROUGHOUT XMAS & V 

^ NEW YEAR (CLOSED XMAS DAY) ^ 


I 


New online system launched with 
iphone apps - order food on the go! 
WWW.ROYALBALTI.COM 

A simpler way of ordering, no fuss 
with usernames & passwords 


£5 DISCOUNT ■ ON ALL ORDERS OVER £25 

XMAS PARTY ORDERS ■ 

£10 DISCOUNT ON EVERY £50 SPENT 


ROYAL BALTI for 2 £19.95 

ANY 2 APPETISERS (value £2.95) 
ANY 2 CURRIES (value £6.10) 
ANY 1 SIDE DISH, 2 PULAO RICE, 
1 NAN BREAD, 2 PAPADOMS & 
CHUTNEYS 


XMAS & NEW YEAR SPECIAL FOR 2 - £21 

2x papadom & chutneys,1x chicken tikka, 
lx onion bhaji, lx xmas special bhuna, 
lx xmas special balti masala, 2x plain or 
pulao rice, 2x choice of nan breads. 


XMAS SPECIAL BHUNA £6.95 

Chicken tikka cooked with minced meat, green beans, 
green chillies, green pepper, onion & fresh coriander. 

Spiced up to madras strength. 

XMAS SPi^ECIAL BALTI MASALA £6.50 
Traditional chicken or lamb tikka masala cooked in a 
balti style with fresh onion, green pepper, tomato, 
topped with spring onions and fresh coriander. 


Free express delivery on orders over £10 
(Barry area). We also deliver to other areas. 
No offer is valid in conjunction with any other 
offer or discounts. No offer is compulsory 
and needs to be mentioned. 




ARPETS 

^ [Flooring to suit every 


SALE 

NOW ON. 

I^arpets frofiilt 
^ £3.99 sq m ^ 

Credit facilities available ^4 
~ subject to status and conditions 

. 

Carpet • Laminates • Cushion Floor • KarniJean 


• More bargains in store. 

• Massive selection of remnants. 

• Ranges to suit all budgets. wmam 

• Home select service. | - ’--j 

• Free measuring and estimates, 

• Expert Fitting Service. IhM 


25 Broad Street Parade, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 740235 


EASY PARKING AVAILABLE 


‘OPERATION 

CRACKER!’ 

Bid to foil thieves 
ruining Christmas 


POLICE in Barry are running a special 
operation in the lead-up to Christmas - to 
stop thieves ruining the festive period for 
unsuspecting shoppers. 

The Christmas period traditionally sees a huge 
increase in the number of shoppers visiting the 
Waterfront Retail Park, Holton Road, and High Street. 

‘Operation Cracker’ will see a high visibility police 
presence in these areas with officers on foot patrol 
every day in order to reassure the public and deter 
potential offenders. 

Local Policing Inspector Chris Owen said: “I 
would like to reassure shoppers and traders that offi¬ 
cers will be on patrol in our busy shopping areas in 
order to deter criminals and opportunist thieves over 
the Christmas period. 

“I also want to stress that anyone coming to Barry 
with the intention of causing any form of disruption or 
committing crime will be dealt with robustly.” 

Officers from neighbourhood policing teams have 
been holding crime prevention stalls in the town’s 
shops and supermarkets, where they have been pro¬ 
viding advice to shoppers. 

Inspector Owen continued: “By following some 
basic crime prevention advice, you can stop oppor¬ 
tunist thieves from spoiling your Christmas. 

“Keep bags secure and close to you, never leave 
your belongings unattended and never keep valuables 
in sight.” 

‘OPPORTUNISTIC’ 

Nathan Keeble, of the popular delicatessen Food 
for Thought on Barry’s High Street, which suffered a 
break-in recently resulting in cash collected for the 
Scout post being stolen, said he backed the police 
operation. 

Nathan explained: “What happened was oppor¬ 
tunistic and a one-off, but I welcome what the police 
are doing. 

“I’ve noticed a bigger police presence in recent 
days and it does make traders and shoppers feel safer. 

“In our case, the police have been fantastic and 
have kept us up-to-date with information.” 

People don’t want the loss of cash or valuables to 
ruin their Christmas and the police have issued a five- 
point plan to ensure they don’t become a victim of 
crime. 

• Keep alert in crowded shops - it gives pick¬ 
pockets the ideal chance to steal from you. 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 

• Keep your purse or wallet close to your body - 
and don't carry too much cash. 

• If you travel by car, make sure you park in a well- 
lit area, lock all doors and windows and do not leave 
presents in view. 

• Don’t return to your car and leave purchases in 
the boot before continuing with your shopping trip. 
Opportunistic thieves may well watch local car parks. 

• Arrange to collect heavy items from stores when 
you have finished all your shopping. 


First Minister’s 
airport surprise 

FIRST MINISTER Carwyn Jones AM, 
has signalled the Welsh Government’s 
intention to buy Cardiff Airport. 

The move is designed to arrest the 
decline in flights and passenger 
numbers. 

For the reaction from the airport itself 
and other politicians, turn to page 12. 



Shelly, Sam, Jackie, 

Katie, Kelly, Kirsty 
and Lisa would 
like to wish all our 
clients a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 



JANUARY OFFER 

10% OFF 

all Colours & Highlights 

only with this voucher 
Valid until 31st January 2013 


Also stockists of Matrix Products. 
50% OFF Redken Products. 

50% OFF All ghd Styling Products 
(excluding straighteners & hairdryers) 

Full range of Moroccan Oil 
Products now available 


31 Holton Road, Barry 

CF 634 HA 
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THERE S NO 
REWRITING 
HISTORY!^ 


1 SHOULD like to 
respond to the 
letter (in The 
GEM) from the pre¬ 
vious Leader of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, ex- 

Councillor Gordon 
Kemp, about the 
pledge the Labour 
Party made to sort 
out the safety issues 
on the Barry Docks 
Link Road. 

He should know that 
this matter was continu¬ 
ally raised by Coun 
Anne Moore and her 
other councillor col¬ 
leagues in Cadoc and 
Dinas Powys at both the 
Economy and 
Environment Scrutiny 
meetings, and letters in 
the local press. 

There were reports 
after reports from the 
last administration, yet 
no decisions were being 
made. The Labour Party, 
therefore, set out its 
election pledges at least 
a year ago, published 
them throughout the 
Vale, and included the 


Docks Link Road safety 
measures as one of 
them. 

I would refute the 
claim that this pledge 
was already being deliv¬ 
ered as this was not the 
case. We made our 
pledge a year ago, well 
before Christmas 2011, 
when the previous 
administration was still 
dithering. 

It was clear that after 
we made our pledges, 
the then Tory Council 
realised that our pledges 
were not only sound, but 
decided to take a lot of 
our pledges on board. 

Until then, they had 
not taken any decisions, 
delayed matters and 
only submitted a bid for 
the current traffic light 
scheme in the spring of 
2012, after our pledge 
was made. 

Sorry, Gordon, you 
can’t re-write history no 
matter how good it 
sounds. 

Neil 

(Coun Neil Moore, Vale 
of Glamorgan Council 
Leader and Labour 
councillor for Cadoc 
ward) 


"Suitable housing 
in short supply’ 


N response to Miss 
Chin’s letter in 
The GEM on 
December 13, I’m dis¬ 
appointed that she 
has chosen to assume 
I feel any entitlement 
to benefits. She 
couldn’t be more mis¬ 
taken. 

She has also com¬ 
pletely misunderstood 
the point of the article. 

I contacted The GEM 
to highlight the reality 
for those in my situation, 
which is simply the fact 
that even those of us 
who are actively trying 
to find somewhere else 
to live can’t, because 
there’s nowhere for us to 
move to. 

We can’t afford to pay 
the bedroom tax for the 


houses we’re now 
trapped in, but can’t 
move to a smaller prop¬ 
erty either, because there 
aren’t anywhere near 
enough available. 

As for not working, I 
do the same work as a 
care nurse. 

I do longer hours than 
a nurse and what I get 
for this equates to rough¬ 
ly £2 an hour. How can 
anyone say that’s not 
work? 

No one in their right 
mind would do what I’m 
doing for the money. 

It’s for my parents, 
because without me 
they’d be in a nursing 
home -which by the way 
is what I used to do for a 
living. 

Mrs S Phillips, 

Barry. 


POW PHOTOS SOUGHT 



I SHOULD like to thank 
the many readers who 
contacted me following 
the recent article in your 
newspaper asking for 
photographs of World 
War Two medal winners 
for inclusion in my forth¬ 
coming book on Barry 
and the Second World 
War. 

I am currently seeking 
photographs of men who 
were held as prisoners 


of war, either by the 
Germans or the 
Japanese. 

I would like to pay 
tribute to these men’s 
bravery by including 
their photographs in the 
book. 

Relatives can contact 
me on 07708 255295, 
or by writing to me at St 
Cyres School, Penarth. 

Dr Jonathan Hicks, 
Penarth. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

Llandow scheme snub 
would be "anti-sociaP 


T he comments made recently by 
James Meredith in regard to the 
revised UDP, deserve wide support. 

In particular, the blinkered resistance shown by 
the Vale Council over many years to the concept of 
new settlements is shameful and unprofessional. 

The former UDP, now out of its time, though I 
suppose still in use for planning guidance whilst a 
new one is in limbo, has a one-sentence policy on 
new settlements: HOUS 4 Proposals for new set¬ 
tlements will not be permitted. 

This is what passes for planning in our county: 
an entire category of possible development is sum¬ 
marily excluded. It could be an especially useful 
category, for it can allow integrated development, 
efficiencies of scale, structured sustainability, a bal¬ 
ance of homes and employment (minimising the 
journey to work) and a seamless pattern of land 
uses. 

If the land ownership is properly managed 
(which it rarely is) great economies are possible in 
the delivered costs of housing. A proper proportion 
of affordable homes can be delivered in an estate 
easily managed by a housing association. 

Llandow Newydd is potentially a leading exam¬ 
ple. The piecemeal addition of development onto 
the edges of existing settlements is exactly what 
established residents do not want. 

Ask the residents of Colwinston, Llysworney, 
Sigingstone and Llandow itself... The patching, 
make-do-and-mend adaptation of services, school 
rolls, and appearance in our best villages is the 
reverse of thoughtful planning and is further com¬ 
plicated by the haphazard availability of sites com¬ 
ing onto the market. 

Yet here we have an under-exploited, unsightly 
tract of technically brown-field land, crying out to 

The true question 
about Christmas 


F or all those 
who ask ‘Are 
you ready for 
Christmas?^- may I 
throw the question 
back at you: What 
exactly do you mean 
by that? 

Do you mean: Have I 
spent more money on 
rubbish than Northern 
Rock, thus exposing 
myself to the perils of 
bankruptcy? 

Do you mean: Have I 
bought a glittery dress 
that makes me look like 
Katy Price on a bad 
day? 

Do you mean: Have I 
got a turkey in the fridge 
that has had its neck 
wrung, feathers plucked, 
and insides pulled out, 
ready for me to fill my 
face? 

Do you mean: Have I 
sent countless Christmas 
cards to people I don’t 
give a fig about, just 
because ‘it’s the thing to 
do’? 

Do you mean: Am I 

having a big family get- 
together where we can 
all haul each other over 
the coals for past and 
present misdemeanours? 

Do you mean: Have 1 
chopped down a perfect¬ 
ly happy little tree, cov¬ 


ered it with enough 
baubles to satisfy Marie- 
Antoinette, and watch 
while it slowly dies from 
over heating? 

I could go on, but 
what’s the point? 

Instead, I’d like to 
remind you of what 
Christmas is, and why 
the earlier question is so 
banal. 

Christmas is Christ’s 
birthday. 

His parents were so 
poor that when told 
there was no room at the 
inn, Mary gave birth in 
a stable, where sheep 
and cattle looked on. 

He lived a humble, 
modest life and paid for 
our sins. 

Oh, and just one 
more thing, Christmas 
trees: ever asked why 
we put those up? 

Well, they were intro¬ 
duced by Prince Albert, 
Queen Victoria’s con¬ 
sort, who was German. 

Germany is part of 
Europe and nothing to 
do with Jerusalem. 

The only tree Jesus 
saw was a palm tree! 
(Name and address sup¬ 
plied). 


be thoughtfully developed. The former UDP 
defines a new settlement as being more than 1,000 
dwellings, though most of our old settlements are 
much smaller than that, so a village of up to 1,000 
houses should be acceptable within the plan. 

It is also stated that the calculated demand for 
housing can be met by expansion of older villages, 
hence making a new settlement unnecessary. 

But it does not consider whether a new settle¬ 
ment might be a better use of available resources, 
or less damaging of existing ones, or less unpopu¬ 
lar, or might even be inspirational. 

Planning should comprise more than merely neg¬ 
ative choices. The whole business of forecasting 
housing requirements by planning authorities is 
suspect. 

The nation is facing a gross shortage of some¬ 
thing like four million dwellings in total. 
Opportunities to build many new houses should not 
be ignored wherever they arise. 

Not to take up the Llandow Newydd proposal 
may be judged not only wrong-headed but also 
antisocial. 

Jim Grove, 

Cowbridge. 


Council should 
be ashamed 


T he disabled, 
the elderly, 
special needs 
- all losing money - 
job losses, pay 
freezes, and yet the 
parasites of 
Caerphilly council 
are awarding them¬ 
selves massive pay 
rises. 

Just what planet are 
these people on? Their 
own staff are on a pay 
freeze. 

The gall of these chief 
officers is appalling. Is it 
any wonder the rest of 
the council and the 
employees are furious? I 
don’t condone industrial 
action, unless it is really 


necessary. However, in 
this case, the unions 
should withdraw all 
labour, and the good 
people of Caerphilly 
should withhold all 
council tax payments 
until these parasites 
resign. 

This must make very 
grim reading for the peo¬ 
ple of Caerphilly, espe¬ 
cially those struggling to 
heat their homes or send 
their kids to school with 
a good breakfast inside 
their bellies. 

People are now using 
food banks to feed their 
families - you 
Caerphilly councillors 
should hang your heads 
in shame. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


Murder most fowl... 


I WAS very 
amused with 
your recent 
story headlined 
^Murder mystery at 
Rhoose Wr - but 
have grave con¬ 
cerns with the final 
verdict - and have 
a few theories of 
my own that a seri¬ 
ous miscarriage of 
justice may be 
avoided. 

No DNA was found 
on the stocking at the 
scene; unusual, as when 
the local plods turn up 
they usually put their 
foot in it. 

So much time spent 
investigating the sat- 
suma, and if it went to ‘a 
peel’ in front of three 
wise men, it would be 
thrown out. 

Miss Altoe was found 


hanging about the foyer 
all night, and if the pop¬ 
ular press got hold of her 
kiss-and-tell story, surely 
she should have been 
investigated more thor¬ 
oughly. 

Poisoning also should 
have been on their 
minds, discounting the 
satsuma, the fish starter 
on hindsight must have 
been a red herring; and 
the mince pies put in 
custardy so early made 
me doubt myself. 

The obvious culprit to 
me was Dec O’Ration 
and hanging would be 
far too good for him, 
working on the orders of 
a Mr Big, who also 
should be ‘pudding’ jail. 

More amusing sto¬ 
ries, please, it’s the time 
of year for a good 
chuckle. 

David Arnell-Smith, 
Rhoose. 


DIABETICS AND 
CHRISTMAS 


1 AM writing to 
you to advise 
your readers 
with diabetes about 
how they can keep 
their diabetes in 
check this festive 
season. 

Christmas can be a 
time where regular 
meals are skipped and 
more unhealthy foods 
are on offer, but with a 
bit of forward planning 
and by being more selec¬ 
tive, people with dia¬ 
betes can continue to 
manage the condition 
successfully at this time 
of the year. 

There is no need to 
completely avoid treats 
such as occasional mince 
pies and Christmas cake 
to control diabetes. 

Instead, Diabetes UK 
Cymru recommends 
spreading treats out over 
Christmas and for people 
with the condition to opt 
for healthier snacks such 
as dried fruit, bread- 
sticks and carrot sticks 
with low fat houmous. 

People with diabetes 
can help to maintain 
their blood glucose lev¬ 
els by keeping active 


with activities such as 
dancing or heading out 
for a wintery walk with 
the family. 

This Christmas, 
Diabetes UK Cymru is 
also encouraging people 
not to buy ‘diabetic’ 
foods such as chocolates 
as a gift for people with 
diabetes. 

These foods offer no 
special benefit to people 
with diabetes and are 
often more expensive 
than the ordinary ver¬ 
sions. They will still 
affect blood glucose lev¬ 
els, contain just as much 
fat and calories and can, 
unfortunately, have a 
laxative effect. 

As an alternative, the 
charity recommends 
people enjoy the ordi¬ 
nary versions in modera¬ 
tion. 

For recipes, tips and 
advice about managing 
diabetes during the fes¬ 
tive period,visit 
www.diabetes. org. uk. 
Alternatively, phone 
Diabetes UK Cymru on 
02920 668276 or email 
wales @ diabetes, org. uk. 
Dai Williams, 

(National Director, 
Diabetes UK Cymru). 


‘Is my 
memory 

C OULD some¬ 
one actually 
confirm a 

memory that I have 
from (and I’m guess¬ 
ing late 1942/1943), 
when, as a schoolboy 
travelling to 
Cowbridge Grammar 
School, I saw a 
Spitfire or, possibly a 
Hurricane, that had 
crash landed on the 
upward slope of the 
field behind the 
detached house on 
Crack Hill. 

Apart from the obvi¬ 
ously wrecked propeller 
and damage to the 
under-carriage, there 
appeared to be absolute¬ 
ly no other visible dam- 


Spitfire 

accurate?’ 

age to the aircraft. 

I would be very inter¬ 
ested to know what hap¬ 
pened to the pilot who I 
guess must have been in 
control when this 
occurred. 

It also occurs to me 
that he must have had a 
very lucky escape as he 
must have flown under 
high tension wires to 
land in the position he 
did. 

I would appreciate 
hearing from anyone 
who has any knowledge 
of this incident if only to 
prove to my disbelieving 
friends that I am not 
finally going gaga! 

Alun G Reed, 

Bridgend. 


SOMETHING 
TO SAY? 


Email us atgemeditorial 
@tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 27) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

20 Thur 

11.27 

8.6 

23.54 

8.1 

21 Fri 



12.27 

8.3 

22 Sat 

00.54 

7.9 

13.29 

7.8 

23 Sun 

02.04 

7.8 

14.39 

7.9 

24 Mon 

03.11 

8.1 

15.39 

8.3 

25 Tues 

04.07 

8.3 

16.29 

8.4 

26 Wed 

04.53 

8.6 

17.16 

8.7 

27 Thur 

05.31 

8.9 

18.01 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could he cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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‘Public needs to respond to Government consultation’ 

Cross-party group in plea to 
retain regeneration status 


COMMUNITY 
leaders, including 
those on opposite 
sides of the political 
divide, have taken 
part in a meeting to 
fight to ensure 
Barry retains its 
regeneration status. 

The local MP, Alun 
Cairns, organised the 
meeting and was joined 
by members of the Vale 
Council, Couns Chris 
Elmore, Lis Burnett and 
Stuart Egan; independent 
councillor Richard 
Bertin; local campaigner, 
Paul Baker; business¬ 
man Marco Zeraschi; 
Pride in Barry’s Richard 
Thomas and Kate Long 
of the Memorial Arts 
Centre. 


Mr Cairns told The 
GEM he was concerned 
that future regeneration 
funds could be under 
threat because of Welsh 
Government policy 
changes, which propose a 
reduction in regeneration 
areas from seven to four, 
or possibly even three. 

Regeneration funds 
could cease in 2014. 

Mr Cairns said he was 
appealing to businesses, 
charities and members of 
the public to respond to 
the consultation by 
January 14, to ensure 
Barry’s success. 

The MP said: “I am 
delighted that a cross¬ 
party group turned up to 
our round table meeting 
last Eriday at The Hub. 

“It was an opportunity 



^Marvey's 

Lltaditional Fish & Chip Bar 

Vale Street (Off Park Crescent) 

^ Barry -Tel. 01446 735539 _ 

We would like to wish our customers a 
y Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
^fClosed Christmas Day & Boxing Day Only 

'fish’ll* Chips 

OUR SPECIALITY 


CAP’S SPECIAL 

Fish ’n’ Chips 

£3.10 


GOOD FOOD! GOOD VALUE! 

[large parties catered for 


to share ideas and to 
ensure the Welsh 
Minister knows that we 
are determined Barry 
succeeds. There is no 
doubt that Pride in Barry 
was pivotal to the bid last 
time and we want to sup¬ 
port them and the Vale 
Council in their activi¬ 
ties. 

“The consultation fin¬ 
ishes on January 14 and 
we need to make sure 
Barry has made effective 
representation. 

“As a result of the 
meeting, I agreed to sum¬ 
marise the key issues and 
publish them on my web¬ 
site, aluncairns.co.uk. 

“We are asking anyone 
interested in Barry’s 
regeneration to respond 
to the Welsh 
Government’s consulta¬ 
tion. 

“The more people 
from Barry who respond, 
it will ensure they realise 
the importance of the 
money to the regenera¬ 
tion of the Island and 
other areas.” 

Mr Cairns said it was 
critical that Barry 
retained funding because 
it was the poor relation in 
terms of funding com¬ 
pared to its neighbours. 

“The Vale is one of the 
poorest funded counties 
in Wales and this is one 
of the few ways to attract 
additional funding to 
Wales’ largest town. 


“Earlier this year, I 
showed that Cardiff 
receives an extra £77 per 
person from the Welsh 
Government compared to 
the Vale. 

“Bridgend receives an 
additional £121 per per¬ 
son extra. I am fed up 
with bureaucrats saying 
that the Vale is a prosper¬ 
ous area. We have paid 
for too long.” 

He added: “Without 
this regeneration money, 
the ability of the Vale 
Council to support the 
regeneration is very lim¬ 
ited.” 

Coun Richard Bertin 
said it was good to see 
people from different 
groups in the town co¬ 
operating for the good of 
the community. 

“It is now essential 
that as many people as 
possible from Barry have 
their say in this consulta¬ 
tion. 

“It is important that 
we keep this valuable 
funding so that we can 
continue to see regenera¬ 
tion in our town - so 


please have your say!” 

Erom 2010 to 2014, 
the Welsh Government 
will have invested almost 
£10 million in the town - 
next year it will make a 
decision as to whether 
the town receives more 
injections of cash. 

Campaigners have 
said they would like to 
see an attraction (and 
possibly overnight 
accommodation) on 
Nell’s Point, an indoor 
leisure complex on the 
site of the Pleasure Park 
and a marina in the docks 
area. 

Although those sorts 
of projects require pri¬ 
vate investment, further 
regeneration funding 
might help in the sup¬ 
porting vital infrastruc¬ 
ture projects. 

If anyone wants to take 
part in the Welsh 
Government’s consulta¬ 
tion on ‘Vibrant and 
Viable Places ’(by January 
14, 2013), they should go 
to: www.wales.gov.uk/con- 
sultations/businessande- 
conomy/wp/ 



ABOVE: United in fighting for Barry’s continued regeneration 
status are: Independent councillor Richard Bertin, local 
campaigner, Paul Baker, Vale MP Alun Cairns, businessman Marco 
Zeraschi, Coun Lis Burnett, Pride in Barry’s Richard Thomas, Coun 
Chris Elmore, Coun Stuart Egan, and Kate Long. 


CRUSE BEREAVEMENT 

ON Friday, January 11 from 1pm to 2.30pm, 
Cruse bereavement is holding a friendship group 
for people of all ages who have suffered a bereave¬ 
ment. 

It will take place at the community room, Barry 
Fire Station; everyone welcome for tea, coffee and 
a friendly chat with Angela and Linda, volunteers 
for Cruse services. This will be a monthly event. 


sale 


Everything for 
your home 
plus 10% BACK* 
in vouchers 


Starts 10am BOXING DAY 


LmImc Uvitrlunt 
C«Mt>rid 9 e Road, Ra 
CF728XU 

Tak 0645 050 8240 


Leekes 

Y:..’re Home 



* Christmas and New Years Eve Party Orders now being taken * 


REAL INDIAN FOOD 

Order Directly from 

www.tiffin-rasoi.com 

The smartest and easiest 
way to Order! 

And get 10 % OFF all online orders! 
Coupon Code: Tenoff 

Tiffin 

RASOI 

■MEaL'GEAl'Sri 

1 All meal deals include Papadoms & Chutneys | 

MDHRAJA MEAL DEAL £11.00 

HOME DINING 

A Sumptuous Meal for 1: 

• Any Starter* • Any Main* • 1 Pulao Rice • 1 Plain Naan 

37 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY CF63 4HB 
Enjoy beautifully cooked Indian food 
in the comfort of your own home. 

FREE CAN OF SOFT DRINK ON COLLECTION 

MD2*MAHARANI MEAL DEAL £20.00 
A Grand Meal for 2: 'Any2Starters* 

• Any 2 Mains* • 2 Pulao Rice • 1 Plain Naan • 1 Side Dish 

f BRITISH 1 

FINALIST (Runners Up) 

BEST DELIVERY 
TAKEAWAY IN UK 2012 

2 FREE CANS OF SOFT DRINK ON COLLECTION 

MDS'MAHARAJA MEAL DEAL £39.00 

A Luxurious Meal for 4; 'Any4Starters* 

• Any 4 Mains* *4 Pulao Rice*2 Plain Naan*2 Side Dishes 

FREE BOHLE OF COKE ON COLLECTION 

Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
*Starters up to the value of £2.95. 
*Mains up to the value of £6.25 

OPENING HOURS 

Sunday - Thursday S.OOpm - ll.OOpm 
Friday & Saturday 5.00pm - 11.30pm 

Last Orders 30 minutes before closing 

FREE HOME DELIVERY 

MINIMUM ORDER £10 - BARRY AREA 

£5 off our Home Dining Menu 
on orders over £25 

OFFER CODE 50FF25 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offers. 

FINALIST FOR ASIAN CURRY AWARDS 2012 


Open throughout the 
Festire Seusou. 
Cleseil Christmas ^ 
Dayouly 


FREE CURRY* 


When you spend tl8 o, more at 

regular menu price *UP 

Monday to Thursday . 

Please mention v^chel Code GC18 «hen ordenng 

COLLECTION OR DELIVERY 



£15.95 MEAL DEAL 
SUNDAY TO THURSDAY 
2 starters*, 2 curries*, 

2 pulao rice & 1 piain nan 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offer 
or discounts. *Starter up to the value of 
£2.95, Curry up to the value of £6.25 


Order online 
or via your 
smartphone 


rs 


Jfesitihe Jfeas^tsi 


f ^LAMB HARA MASALA 

Tender lamb, in a fresh, fragrant 
green masala sauce, made with 
fresh coriander, mint and green chillies 
and flavoured with fenugreek, lime 
and pomegranate seeds . £6.50 

^ MURGH TARRIWALA 

% Home style chicken curry, cooked 
*in onion and tomatoes and 
tempered with Ranch Poron. £6.25 

^ MURGH TIKKA MATTER 

^Tandoori cooked chicken, 

* delicately spiced and cooked 
with minced lamb and chick peas .. £6.50 

PANEER KHUMB MASALA (v) 

Stir fry of Indian cottage cheese 
and mushrooms in a tangy 
tomato sauce. £5.25 



t: 743030 O t: 721100 □ text: 07450 074114 Oweb: tiffinrasoi.com 
Order Oniine: tiffin-rasoi.com □ 
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What would you 
like to see happen 
at former Dinas 
Powys school site? 


Crowds turn out in old village 

Dinas Powys community 
loves Dickensian Evening 


A COUNCILLOR in Dinas 
Powys has told The GEM 
that local people are 
opposed to the former St 
Cyres School site being 
used for housing. 

A consultation on the future 
of the site is currently under 
way and a drop-in session at 
Murchfield Community Centre 
earlier in the month drew 60 
residents. 

Conn Chris Franks told The 
GEM there were a number of 
ideas that had been suggested 
for future use of the premises at 
the event. 

“The options for the use of 
the site located at the top of 
Murch Crescent include facili¬ 
ties for sports teams, a base for 
the Baptist church, gymnastics 
located in the sports hall and 
allotments. 

“Many people were adamant 
that to build housing on the site 
would seriously overload the 
local roads causing traffic 
chaos. There is huge interest in 
the opportunities presented to 


the community but it is essential 
that people submit their views 
to the Vale.” 

The site covers an area of 30 
acres. Rhodri Edwards, of 
Eields in Trust Cymru, said he 
hoped that if there were local 
sports clubs or groups in need 
of facilities, they would not miss 
out. 

“We would want an assur¬ 
ance that the community has 
sufficient playing fields and 
recreation facilities before dis¬ 
posing of the fields.” 

Mr Edwards said it was an 
opportunity, if needed, to 
address any “shortfall in provi¬ 
sion”. 

He pointed out that Eields in 
Trust Cymru believed in mak¬ 
ing sure communities had suffi¬ 
cient playing areas, but was not 
in the business of demanding 
fields be protected if they 
weren’t going to be used. 

“I hope the council will talk 
to sports clubs and groups, and 
sports officers who will know if 
there is a local need.” 

Details on the consultation 


can be obtained from the Vale 
Council web site at: www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk/our_coun- 
cil/achieving_our_vision/consul- 
tation/consultation_in_the_vale/ 
the _future_of_st_cyres.aspx. 

The Vale Council says that 
questions can be answered over 
the phone by calling the 
Contact One Vale team on 
01446 700111. 

People can also write to: St 
Cyres Consultation, The 
Council Consultation Officer, 
Corporate and Customer 
Resources, Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry CE63 4RU 

Local county councillors 
have said they are happy to help 
local residents with queries over 
the telephone: Chris Eranks: 
07725 497 423; Val Hartrey: 
20513274; Keith Hatton: 
20514173; and Chris Williams: 
2051 4166. 

TIM CHAPMAN 
• If you have a view on the 
future of the old school site, 
write to The GEM at the address 
given on page 2. 


RIGHT: 

Hot chocolate ^ 
for customer 

Brian Morgan at the 
Plaid stall. 
THE old centre of 
Dinas Powys saw a 
major community 
effort with the annu¬ 
al Dickensian 
Evening attracting 
stalls from a range 
of local groups. 

Father Christmas had 
a magnificent grotto 
with lots of young elves 
to assist to the side of 
the Three Horseshoes 
Pub. 

A brass band enter¬ 
tained the crowds with 
many traditional carols 
and the Scouts provided 
delicious Welsh Cakes. 

The whole show was 
arranged by the Dinas 
Powys Rotary Club who 
put in a huge amount of 
hard work to ensure an 
excellent night’s enter¬ 
tainment. 

There was a WI stall 
selling cakes, a lucky dip 
was laid on by support¬ 
ers of Cardiff Dogs 
Home and Cat’s 
Protection, and Plaid 



Cymru supplied deli¬ 
cious hot chocolate with 
marshmallows and 
cream. A football com¬ 
petition and a coconut 
shy were very popular. 

The Guides sold 
‘brownies ’ and there was 
a large eagle owl on dis¬ 
play. 

There was even a 
crazy golf course provid¬ 
ed. The Dinas Powys 
Community Council 
loaned tables for the 
stall holders and erected 
a magnificent illuminat¬ 
ed Christmas tree that 
towered over the whole 
event. Even the weather 
was kind as long as peo¬ 
ple wrapped up warm! 


PAST THE ‘CATHEDRAL OF THE 
FOREST’ TO QUICKEN TREE WOOD 


DESIGNATED a 
national forest park 
way back in 1938 
(the first in England) 
the Forest of Dean 


was the backdrop for 
a recent walk led by 
Joy, joined by 12 
Penarth and District 
Ramblers. 


They relished the 
chance to walk some 
fine old woodlands, as 
well as visiting what is 
known as the 


Cv/ht tPuB 



f i 

Follow us 
on Facebook 

Leanne 
Cwm Talwg 


■ SEVERN AVENUE, BARRY 


Saturday 22nd De^^W 
" THE OLD RECORD 
CLUB WITH SHEPPY 
OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 
11am-2pm ^ 
Saturday 29th December 
DANSETTE V 

Celebrate New Year 
at The Oiv/n Talwa 

Live Music from 

the don & 
the old record 

CLUB 

7.30pm tiii iate. 

Tickets now on saie 
- only £5 
Get them quick! 



happy 

HOUR 
Saturdays * 
8.30 - 
9.30pm 

excludes 

Bank 

Holiday 

Weekends 


TEL: 01446 747023 


‘Cathedral of the 
Forest’ in Newland. 

Tramping along pret¬ 
ty pathways, a short, 
steep climb led them 
onto part of Offa’s 
Dyke and into open 
fields, still boggy 
underfoot from recent 
heavy rainfall, before 
dropping steeply to the 
valley floor at Lower 
Redbrook. 

Nowadays it is hard 
to imagine that during 
the 17th century this 
area was renowned for 
its copper smelting. 

The village had two 
blast furnaces, a copper 
smelting works and a 
tinplate works, as well 
as a paper mill and sev¬ 
eral corn mills. 

By the 1790s the vil¬ 
lage was one of the 
largest tinplate manu¬ 
facturers, an industry 
which survived until 
the 1960s. 

On the day, rain was 
forecast, but the sun 
shone as the group 
climbed gradually 
through Forge Wood to 
reach the village of 
Newland. 

They stopped for 
lunch in the churchyard 
of All Saints, before 
going inside to view 
the many stained glass 
windows - and the 
famous one-foot high 
brass engraving show¬ 
ing a working Forest of 
Dean miner with a can¬ 
dle in his mouth, pick¬ 
axe in hand and a hod. 

Suddenly, the sky 
turned grey and the 
temperature began to 
fall as the group passed 


the old almshouses 
which date back to 
1615, to join a wet and 
muddy sunken lane. 

Passing Inwood 
Farm, the farmer with a 
soft Gloucestershire 
burr was bemoaning 
the fact that the fields 
are still much too wet 
to plough. 

Carrying on along 
Rookery Lane, the 
group crossed fields 
under a shower of rain 
before an ancient green 
lane led them downhill 
past a beautifully reno¬ 
vated stone barn. 

Following leaf 
strewn paths through 
Quicken Tree Wood, 
they returned to their 
cars just in time before 
the heavens opened and 
the forecasted rain fell 
for the homeward jour¬ 
ney. 

On December 22, 

meet at 9am at the 
Barry Waterfront for an 
eight-mile moderate 
Christmas Feast at the 
ruined manor house 
Beaupre Castle near St 
Hilary; contact Rachel 
on 01446 410 545. 

If you would like to 
take part in Ramblers 
festival of winter 
walks, an annual event 
which allows everyone 
to participate in shorter 
local walks in order to 
enjoy the countryside 
and hopefully become a 
little leaner after the 
excesses of Christmas 
and the New Year, log 
onto the web address 
below for details. 

All walks are free 
and you do not have to 


be a member of 
Ramblers. Please wear 
stout footwear, suitable 
warm clothes and you 
may wish to carry a 
small snack to nibble 
and a drink. 

Further information 
on the walk can be 
obtained by contacting 
the walk leader who 
will be happy to advise 
you. 

As part of the 
Festival Walks on 
December 27, meet at 
10am at the St Athan 
Recreation Ground 
Community Hall, off 
Llantwit Road for a 
five-mile moderate 
walk in the area; con¬ 
tact Barbara on 01446 
794313. 

On December 28, 

meet at 10.30am at the 
Bridge car park. Cold 
Knap, Barry, for a 
four-mile easy trip 
across four local 
beaches; contact Janet 
and John on 01446 
418514. 

On December 29, 

meet at 9am at the 
Barry Waterfront, for 
an 8.5-mile moderate 
walk at Monknash and 
Marcross; contact Joy 
on 01446 737131. 

Some degree of fit¬ 
ness is required for 
longer walks. To fol¬ 
low the group, log onto 
http://www. penarthram 
biers, wordpress. com. 
Rucksack badges, pro¬ 
grammes and member¬ 
ship advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 
02920 255102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


One young hoy who has been 
very good for a whole year! 



...And the band played on! 


Christmas services 


THE Immanuel 
Church and 
Cosmeston Church 
are planning sea¬ 
sonal community 
events during the 
Christmas season. 

On Christmas Day at 
10.30am in Cosmeston 
Church, there will be a 
special family service in 
the Lower Penarth 
Community Center, 
Brockhill Way, Penarth. 


Stanwell Baptist 
Church and Immanuel 
Church will hold their 
Christmas Day family 
service at Stanwell Road 
Baptist Church, 

Stanwell Road, Penarth. 

For further details, 
contact: Simon Jennings 
on 07766 117785, or 
visit: www.cosme- 
stonchurch.com, or con¬ 
tact Craig Mayor on 
07824 865361, or visit: 
WWW. immanuelchurch.or 
g.uk. 


.WINDSOR 
HOTEL 



Friday 21st December 

ELICIA JONES 

Live from 6pm 

Sunday 23rd December 

SCRUFF Live from 6pm 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
ROB BARBOUR From 6pm 
BOXING DAY 
DAVE BOWEN From 4pm 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
ROCK HOUSE Live Band - Free Entry 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Live Singer From 4pm 

Friday 4th .lanuarv FrCCWay 
Friday 11th .lanuarv Brother StCVC 
Friday 18th .lanuary A TastC Of QuO 


170 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4LL 
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Haiti Appeal receives 
new boost thanks 
to Barry campaigner 



ABOVE: The Vale Assembly Member, Jane 
Halt, and the Mayor of Barry, Coun Les Sword 
met Godfrey Knight to discuss the plight of the 
Haitian people, and also to present him with a 
cheque for the Haiti Appeal. 


ATHENA TAKEAWAY 

ESTABLISHED OVER 40 YEARS 
★★★★★ pjyg hygiene rating 


THE BEST HOMEMADE 

CHICKEN CURRY WITH 

RICE & CHIPS 


• OAF'S FISH & CHIPS 
ONLY £3.00 


I^We would like to wish all ouri 
^customers a Merry Christmas t 
rand a Happy New Year^ 


Open Monday - Saturday, lunchtimes & evenings 
Sundays - evenings only. 

7 BROAD STREET, BARRY • 01446 400162 

Delivery Service available. Barry area. 


A TOTAL of £400 was raised at Barry’s 
West End Club for the charity 
Compassion, which helps victims of the 
Haiti earthquake. 

The organiser Godfrey Knight told The GEM that 
he had been grateful to the performers who had 
agreed to support the evening by providing their 
services for free. 

“The Zumba Dancers were very professional and 
entertaining. 

“Dansette, a great seven-piece soul band with lead 
singer Paul Reubane, really were the part. 

“It was truly a night to remember and the show 
raised £400 for Haiti. 

“The money has been sent to ‘Compassion’ a 
charity for which I work as an advocate. 

“Most people are aware that 200,000 people died 
in the earthquake (of 2010) and that Haiti is the poor¬ 
est country in the western hemisphere. 

“It’s going to take 20 years to re-structure and 
rebuild the country. 

“Compassion will allocate money raised through 
this campaign to the Nouvelle Jerusalem Child 
Survival Programme in Delmas, which is three kilo¬ 
metres north of Port-au-Price.” 

Mr Knight said he also wanted to thank the Mayor 
of Barry, Mr Les Sword, for arranging a coffee 
morning in support of Haiti. 

Mr Knight plans to continue raising funds by 
organising three to four events per year. 

He added: “Holy Presbyterian Church, Trinity 
Street, has designated the Haiti charitable endeavour 
as their top priority for next week. In the last year 
our church has focused on Guatamala.” 

Local AM Jane Hutt and the Mayor of Barry, 
Coun Les Sword, recently met Mr Knight to discuss 
what was happening in Haiti, and the AM presented 
Mr Knight with a £50 donation towards his appeal. 

• Dansette is due to appear at the King William 
IVpub this Saturday night, December 22. 


Lunch 

for 

Friends’ 

group 

RECENTLY, a 
Christmas lunch 
and party with the 
Friends and 
Neighbours ’ group 
was held in Barry. 

The group meet regu¬ 
larly at Beryl Road 
Pioneer Hall, and the 
annual Christmas party 
was enjoyed by all, 
including Vale MP Alun 
Cairns, who was invited 
to go along. 

Mr Cairns explained: 
“I was delighted to 
accept Gay Fifield’s kind 
invitation to join them 
all for their popular 
Christmas party. The 
work that Gay and sup¬ 
porters do for individu¬ 
als and the community is 
fantastic - and it was 
clear to me how much it 
is appreciated by the 
lovely comments and 
conversations I had with 
fellow guests at the 
party. 

“I was also pleased to 
let the group know that 
for 2013 I have chosen 
to support Age Concern 
Barry and The Senior 
Health Shop, which is 
run by older volunteers 
for older people. 

“Last year, MIND in 
the Vale and Atal y Fro 
were the beneficiaries, 
and I raised almost 
£2,000for them by run¬ 
ning in the London 
Marathon last April. ” 


CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 

FAMILIES and children will be warmly welcomed to ‘Carols by CandlelighF 
on Christmas Eve at the church of Merthyr Dyfan, Colcot, Barry. 

“Beginning at 2.30pm, and lasting for around one hour, this will be an oppor¬ 
tunity, particularly for children, to experience the true spirit of Christmas in the 
beautiful setting of this ancient church, which is one of the oldest Christian sites 
in Wales, believed to date from around 600AD, ” a spokesman said. 

The service will be taken by Father Robert Parish, singing led by members of 
the choir of St Paul’s Church, and organist Mary Smith. Admission is free and 
there is car parking at the church. 

There will be a special welcome to people who live on the Colcot estate who 
may never have visited their ‘own ’ church. 

On Christmas morning, there will be carols and sung Mass at Merthyr Dyfan 
Church at 8.45am. 


li^RNARirjEl 



Skomer Road, Barry 

Live Entertainment... 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

CELEBRITY KARAOKE 

Ticket Entry Only - £5 per person 


■ Friday 21st December: 

THE NAVIGATORS 

■ Friday 28th December: 
THE HINDENBURGS 

Zeppelin Tribute 

ONE OF THE FINEST MUSIC 
VENUES IN BARRY 


Saturdays 1.00pm 

POKER 
CASH GAMES 

KARAOKE 

More local talent required! 
Every Saturday from 
8.30pm onwards 
WIN A FREE DRINK 


Comfortable lounge with stunning views. 

Room available for Private Hire 




CHRISTMAS SPECIAL CFFBRS 
at Vera Street Mini Market 

52/53 Vere Street, Barry, Cr63 2IIW - Phone 01446 745924 



LAGER/BEERS/CIDERS 


500ml 

CARLING £18.49 

FOSTERS £18.99 

CARLSBERG £18.49 

STELLA ARTOIS £22.99 

BECKS £19.99 

KRONENBOURG 1664 £20.99 

CARLSBERG EXPORT £20.99 

GROLSCH £20.99 

SAN MIGUEL £20.99 

ORANJEBOOM £17.99 

BUDNMEISER £22.99 

BUDWEISER (300ml bottles) £14.99 

WORLD BEER (330ml bottles) £14.99 

HEINEKEN (300ml bottles) £11.99 

STELLA ARTOIS (300ml bottles) £12.49 

CAFFREYS £18.99 

WORTHINGTONS £18.99 

STRONGBOW £17.99 

SPECIAL VAT £16.99 

STRONGBOW 2 Ltr (6 Pock) £16.99 

ALL CASES ARE 24 PACKS 
UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE 


SPIRITS 


BELL'S whisky 
TEACHER'S whisky 
FAMOUS GROUSE 
GRANTS 
JIM BEAM 
JACK DANIEL'S 
GLENFIDDICH 
SMIRNOFF vodka 
RUSSIAN standard vodka 
GORDON'S gin 
BACARDI 

CAPTAIN MORGAN 

COURVOISIER 

THREE BARRELLS 

SOUTHERN COMFORT 

MALIBU 

BAILEY'S 

TIA MARIA 

ARCHERS 

TABOO 

JAGERMEISTER 


70cl £11.99 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £12.49 
70cl £10.99 
70cl £13.99 
70cl £16.99 
70cl £22.99 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £12.99 
70cl £18.99 
70cl £12.49 
70cl £15.49 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £9.99 
70cl £11.99 
70cl £10.99 
70cl £5.99 
70cl £16.49 


ILt £16.99 


ILt £16.99 


ILt £24.99 

ILt £16.99 

ILt £16.99 
ILt £16.99 


ILt £14.99 
ILt £12.99 
ILt £14.99 


WINES 


75cl 


BLOSSOM HILL Soft/Fruity (Red/White/Rose) 2 for £7.50 
BLOSSOM HILL (White Zinfandel) 2 for £8.50 

ECHO FALLS (Red/White/Rose) 2 for £7.00 

ECHO FALLS (Varietals) 2 for £8.00 

HARDYS (Varietals) 2 for £8.50 

HARDYS STAMP (Varietals) 2 for £9.00 

EJ GALLO (White Grenache/White Zinfandel) 2 for £9.00 
LE PIAT DOR (White) 2 for £7.50 

WOLF BLASS YELLOW LABEL (Rose) 2 for £1 0.00 

LINDEAMNS (BIN 65 White/BIN 50 Red) 2 for £1 0.00 
ISLA NEGRA 2 for £8.00 

CASILLERO DEL DIABLO Soft/Fruily (White) 2 for £1 0.00 
ASTI (White/Rose) £5.99 

lANSON CHAMPAGNE £19.99 

MOET CHANDON CHAMPAGNE £24.99 


CARLSBERG (20 x 440ml) £1 

FOSTERS (20 X 440ml) £ 12.49 

BULMERS PEAR (12 x 568ml) £8.99 

MAGNERS(8pack) £8.49 

GUINNESS DRAUGHT (10 pack) £8.99 




Offers available until New Years Day 

Many more offers in store All offers are subjecf to availability 

Free Delivery on orders of £35+ Open Christmas Day 10am - 2pm 

Wishing all our customers a very raerry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 
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SANTA AND HIS SLEIGH 
WOW GIBBONSDOWN... 




Children and their 
parents lined the 
streets of 
Gihhonsdown and 
Treharne last 
Wednesday 
(December 5) 
awaiting the 
arrival of Santa. 

Children’s faces lit 
up as Santa rode into 
Gibbonsdown, on his 
brightly lit sleigh. 

The Christmas songs 
could be heard from a 
distance as Santa and 
his team of helpers 
travelled around the 
area making several 
stops for pictures along 
the way. 

Santa’s helpers on 
the night included vol¬ 
unteers from the Round 
Table, South Wales 
Police, Flying Start, 


Communities First, 
Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre and 
Parkside Christian 
Centre. 

Michelle Sullivan 
from Communities 
First said: “It was a 
fabulous night, and so 
wonderful to see so 
many people out wait¬ 
ing to see and take pic¬ 


tures of Santa. The 
children were so excit¬ 
ed. I heard one child 
ask his mother if Santa 
was going to fly off 
into the sky with his 
reindeer. 

“The children were 
extremely grateful to 
receive sweets from the 
volunteers and many 
residents chose to fol¬ 


low Santa as he trav¬ 
elled around various 
parts of Gibbonsdown, 
before ending his visit 
outside lolo Park.” 

The reception for 
Santa’s visit highlight¬ 
ed how the residents of 
Gibbonsdown and 
Treharne were truly in 
the festive spirit. 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


DENTURE 

EX^LLENCE 

If you wear dentures 

then weVe got sorT>ething for you to smile about 



• Regain your ftioc’5 
ria8iir& contours 

• Loo*c years ycxjnoor 

• En|oy eaUng agar) 

• Sntik? wlh contictenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCE 

Uc^ dtfOt** cara 


([ ' 54-58 Nolton Street 

CF31 38P 


LEFT TO 
RIGHT: 
Vale MPAlun 
CairnSy Wales 
Office 
Minister 
Stephen 
Crabb Conn 
Gwyn Johny 
and the Vale 
CounciVs 
operational 
manager for 
customer 
relationsy 
Tony Curlissy 
are pictured 
at the Vale 
CounciVs 
Contact One 
Vale centre in 
Barry. 



Minister checks on 
support for Armed 
Forces covenant 


WALES Office 
Minister Stephen 
Crahh MP visited 
the Vale on Monday 
to see at first hand 
how serving and 
veteran members of 
the Armed Forces 
Community are 
being supported by 
the Armed Forces 
Covenant. 

Accompanied by local 
MP Alun Cairns, he vis¬ 
ited the Vale Council’s 
Contact One Vale centre 
in Barry, before travel¬ 
ling to St Athan to see a 
Community Covenant 
Grant play scheme in 
action. 

They were met by 
Coun Gwyn John of 
Llantwit Major, and the 
operational manager for 
customer relations, Tony 
Curbss, who discussed 
the work being done to 


support serving and vet¬ 
eran members of the 
Armed Forces and their 
families. 

The visit coincided 
with the publication by 
the Ministry of Defence 
of the first annual report 
of the Armed Forces 
Covenant, which has 
been designed to ensure 
current personnel, their 
families and veterans 
have access to the serv¬ 
ices and support they 
need during and after 
active service. 

The Vale Council was 
the first local authority 
in Wales to sign the 
Community Covenant. 

Mr Crabb and Mr 
Cairns later travelled to 
St Athan, where they 
saw how Community 
Covenant Grant funding 
has helped to fund a play 
scheme at the HIVE 
Information Centre at 
the base. 


Standing ovation 
at the Christmas 
Sully USA social! 


CHAIRMAN Cill 
Mathias welcomed 
about 70 members 
to Sully USA’s 
December meeting, 
which was the 
Christmas social. 

Entertainment was 
provided while members 
enjoyed refreshments 
and the choir who, 
although they have only 
been singing together 
for five weeks, sang a 
medley ranging from an 
unusual arrangement of 
‘Away in a Manger’ to 
the ‘I^ythm of Life’. 

They finished to loud 
applause and a standing 
ovation! The recorder 
group was also much 
enjoyed and played 
another diverse range of 
tunes from ‘Jingle Bells’ 
to ‘The Joys of Mary’. 

Betty Thorne and 
Ginny Golding gave a 
humorous version of 
Twelve Days of 


Christmas - a lesson 
that too many birds and 
dancing Lords and 
Ladies can kill romance! 

There was also a dis¬ 
play of photographs on 
a Christmas theme from 
the photography group. 

Two quizzes were on 
the tables to tax brains. 
When the quizmaster, 
Ginny, gave the 
answers, she couldn’t 
decide whether the 
quizzes were too easy or 
whether members were 
a clever lot, as so many 
had correct answers! A 
raffle and carol singing 
concluded a very enjoy¬ 
able afternoon. 

Sully USA meets in 
the The Old School, 
South Road, Sully, on 
the second Thursday of 
the month at 2pm. The 
next monthly meeting 
will be on January 10, 
when new members are 
welcome. 


The Little Rascals 
creche received £32,888 
from the scheme in 
November 2011 to fund 
a new play area where 
service children and 
children from the com¬ 
munity can play togeth¬ 
er. 

The Vale Council 
Leader, Coun Neil 
Moore, said: “We are 
committed to doing all 
we can to support our 
local Armed Forces 
community. As a result 
of signing up to the 
Community Covenant 
scheme, the Vale 
Council has introduced 
positive measures that 
are already making a 
real difference to both 
the local civilian and 
Armed Forces communi¬ 
ties. 

“I hope that other 
local authorities will be 
able to learn from what 
we have put in place in 
the Vale.” 

Station Commander 
MoD St Athan, Wing 
Commander Paul Regan, 
said: “MoD St Athan is 


fortunate to sit within an 
incredibly supportive 
community in the Vale, 
something that I know 
means a great deal to the 
serving personnel and 
their families on this 
extremely busy unit. 

“The fact that the 
Vale Council formalised 
this support in June 2011 
by signing the first 
Armed Forces 
Community Covenant in 
Wales was a highly sig¬ 
nificant moment and we 
can see the results of this 
here today in the superb 
play facility at the MoD 
St Athan HIVE. 

“By promoting under¬ 
standing and awareness 
among the public of 
issues affecting the 
Armed Forces 
Community, the 
Covenant will ensure 
that the sacrifices faced 
by the Armed Forces are 
recognised and that serv¬ 
ing personnel and their 
families are not disad¬ 
vantaged.” 



Eddie May book 
launch at library 

Pictured above are Marlene Raybould, long¬ 
time partner of former Cardiff City, Barry 
Town and Porthcawl Town manager Eddie 
May, and author Gary Wharton, who co¬ 
penned the book with Eddie, at the recent 
launch of ‘Eddie May - My Story* at Barry 
Library on December 8. Marlene described 
the day as “smashing**. 
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Caring is sharing at 



THERE has been a 
strong message of 
giving and sharing 
in the Christmas 
events I have 
attended over the 
past few weeks. 

As well as the won¬ 
derful singing and music 
at Christmas concerts 
and services in schools 
and churches, there have 
been collections for 
charities and voluntary 
services provided day in 
day out in our communi¬ 
ty, such as Marie Curie, 
RNLI and Ty Hafan. 

At the Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
Christmas concert, a raf¬ 
fle raised funds to pro¬ 
vide Christmas hampers 
for older people in the 
community, who were 
invited to tea at the 
school. Hampers were 
also given to the Vale 
Food Bank, which has 
provided food boxes for 
thousands of people in 
need over the past year, 
with collection centres 
across the Vale. 

Led by Coastlands 
Community Church, 
who organise the Food 
Bank, the ‘Big Wrap’ is 
also providing Christmas 
presents for children and 
families in need. 

Christmas lunches 
have been provided for 


older and more vulnera¬ 
ble people across the 
Vale, with support from 
the Vale Council and 
town councils. High 
Street businesses provid¬ 
ed an excellent lunch to 
start the season last 
month, with different 
courses provided by the 
excellent eateries we 
have in Barry’s High 
Street. 

A free Christmas meal 
was served this week at 
Cadoxton Church (and 
again on Christmas 
Day), provided by the 
Cadoxton Youth Project. 

At the Barry Choral 
Society Christmas con¬ 
cert, we were told about 
the dinner on Christmas 
Day provided at ‘Tea in 
the Park’ at Park 
Crescent with the mes¬ 
sage: ‘do you have a 
neighbour who will be 
alone on Christmas Day, 
will you be alone and do 
you live in the Park 
Crescent area? Then 
come to Dinner at Tea in 
the Park. (01446- 
678242). All profits will 
go to Age Cymru’. 

The Christmas Tree 
Festival at St Mary's 
Church brought schools, 
businesses, groups and 
individuals into the 
church to decorate a tree 
with a theme. 

The winner was 
Tenner Park School, with 


Eileen reaches 
national final 


SULLY resident 
Eileen 

Younghusband (91) 
has had her hook, 
^One Woman’s 
War’, shortlisted for 
the finals in the 
People’s Book Prize 
2012/2013 in the 
non-fiction catego¬ 
ry- 

The People’s Book 
Prize is a literary compe¬ 
tition open to all pub¬ 
lished authors and 
judged by the general 
public. 

Eileen wrote her book 
to help raise awareness 
of the fundamental work 
of the Filter Room dur¬ 
ing the Second World 
War. She recounts her 
personal war efforts as a 
member of the Women’s 
Auxiliary Air Force 
(WAAF), and often con¬ 
ducts talks within the 
community. 

Eileen said: “I was 
thrilled to hear my book 
had made it through to 
the final stages of the 
competition. The 
People’s Book Prize is a 
great opportunity for 
authors to receive com¬ 
mendation for their hard 
work. 

“It will be really inter¬ 
esting to meet the other 



Eileen Younghusband 
with her book, ‘One 
Woman’s War\ 
finalists at the awards 
ceremony in London 
next year.” 

Voting re-opens on 
May 21 next year, pro¬ 
viding the opportunity to 
vote for their favourite 
fiction, non-fiction and 
children’s book by visit¬ 
ing: www.peoples- 
bookprize.com. 

The winners will be 
announced during the 
awards ceremony on 
May 29. 

Eileen’s book, priced 
at £15.99, is available 
from: www.onewoman- 
swarco.uk. 


Concert cancelled 

THE Ewenny Arts Festival committee has 
announced that the ‘Christmas by Candlelight’ 
concert due to take place at St Michael’s 
Church, Ewenny Priory has been cancelled, due 
to circumstances beyond its control. 

All ticket money received will be returned as 
soon as possible. 

It is hoped that the Vale of Glamorgan 
Ensemble will return and perform in 2013. 


their inspiring Rainbows 
theme and the 
‘Community Tree’ came 
second, won by the 
Eriday Night Club at 
Castleland Community 
Centre for children and 
young people. 

Opening the church 
for lunches and teas was 
great, and the choirs and 
bands that played for the 
Mayor and the church 
were tremendous. 

There are many more 
events and examples of 
giving and sharing 
across the Vale this 
Christmas which we can 
celebrate. It shows what 
sort of community we 
live in and how we 
respond to social need 
and the impact of the 
challenging times we 
live in. 

This is reflected in the 
latest census figures 
published last week. The 
number of people having 
to rent a home has 
soared, and we know 
that housing need will 
increase with the UK 
Government’s cuts and 
changes to housing ben¬ 
efit. 

Our health needs are 
considerable, with a 
quarter of people in 
Wales having life-limit¬ 
ing illness, higher than 
any region in England, 
and we have more over- 
65 s than any other part 
of the UK. 

Our response to car¬ 
ing needs of family 
members and others is 
clear. More people in 
Wales were ‘caregivers’ 
than in any English 
region in 2011, and 
370,000 people, or 12 
per cent of the popula¬ 
tion, were providing 
care. 

Wales had the highest 
percentages of people 
providing care for 20-49 
hours and 50 or more 
hours. 

Seventy years ago this 
month, William 





by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for Finance 
and Leader of the 
House) 


Beveridge published his 
Report on Social 
Insurance to tackle need 
and want. 

He believed that full 
employment would pro¬ 
vide the route out of 
poverty, but we needed 
to support those who are 
seeking work and those 
who are vulnerable and 
cannot work. 

We must do the same 
in a caring and sharing 
society. The chancellor’s 
statement earlier this 
month will provide cold 
comfort for the poor and 
vulnerable. 

As your Assembly 
Member and Einance 
Minister for Wales, I am 
committed to serve and 
support you through 
these tough times and I 
hope the Welsh 
Government’s boost for 
jobs and growth, our 
doubling of Elying Start 
for pre-school children 
and their families, our 
Jobs and Apprenticeship 
schemes for young peo¬ 
ple, will all open up 
horizons in 2013 and 
offer hope and new 
prospects. 

Wishing you well over 
Christmas and the New 
Year. 


Tish hook hazard’ 


I WOULD like to 
thank the lady who 
helped my wife on 
the Harbour beach, 
Barry Island, last 
Thursday. 

My 14-week-old 
puppy was playing on 
the beach and managed 
to find a fish hook still 
attached to a line, with a 
weight on the other end. 

The hook ended up 
being embedded in her 
tongue, and this kind 
lady helped her to get 
the dog home so she 
could dash the puppy to 
the Vet. 

Although bad enough 
for our puppy who was 
in extreme pain and 
panic, if a child had fall¬ 
en on it, 1 dread to think 
of the damage and trau¬ 
ma it may have caused. 
We have all also heard 
about the damage to 
birds who pick up these 
things. 

While 1 have no prob¬ 
lem with people fishing, 

1 do have a problem 
with those who do not 
care in the slightest for 
the environment that 
they work in. 

It is about time they 
took responsibility for 


their actions, and do 
what everyone is sup¬ 
posed to do when leav¬ 
ing the beach: that is to 
take their rubbish home 
with them. 

Walking on Jackson’s 
Bay this morning, 1 
could not believe the 
amount of fishing flot¬ 
sam abandoned by these 
people. 

Perhaps council 
workers or the police 
should have a word with 
them to remind them of 
the consequences of 
their actions, should 
injuries be traced to 
them. Littering is also 
an offence! 

Are we the only ones 
who have had this prob¬ 
lem? Once again, to the 
lady who helped my 
wife, thank you very 
much! 

Mark Stone, 

Barry. 

Roadworks 

TEMPORARY traffic 
control - A48 at 
Sycamore Cross junc¬ 
tion between 

Bonvilston and St 
Nicholas; Church 
Street, Cowbridge. 



Monday Club’s festive 
get-together at Vineyard 


PICTURED here 
are members of the 
Sully Monday Club 
at their Christmas 
lunch on December 
13 in Llanerch 
Vineyard, Miskin. 

They are seen with 
organisers Liz Penrose 
and Sheila Davies. Also 
present were Coun Bob 
Penrose (Sully ward), 
Coun Chris Tatt (vice 
chairman of Sully and 
Lavernock Community 
Council), and David 
Roberts, Clerk to Sully 
and Lavernock 
Community Council. 

The Monday Club 
restarted in August 
2012, and holds its 
meetings from 2pm to 
4pm on the first Monday 


WHO REMEMBERS 
BROOKE FARM? 


of every month in the 
Jubilee Hall, Smithies 
Avenue, Sully. 

The Monday Club is 
a meeting place for the 
senior residents of Sully, 
Lavernock, Penarth and 
Barry, where there are 
guest speakers on a 
variety of subjects. 

Next month’s meeting 
is on January 7, when 
the guest speaker will be 
Nick John-Rees, a local 
artist. 

For more information 
about the club, contact 
Liz on 02920 530368 
(elizabeth.penrose? @ gm 
ail.com) or Sheila on 
02920 531021. 


I WONDER if it is 
possible through the 
Glamorgan GEM to 
find out if anyone 
has photos of 
Brooke Farm in 
Barry. 

I know it was demol¬ 
ished to build the 
Gladstone Road council 
estate and was originally 
owned by the Bassets of 
Bonvilston. 

The reason I’m asking 
is to compile a family 
history. 

My wife’s grandpar¬ 
ents leased this farm 
untill it was demolished 


after the Second World 
War. 

My wife was born 
there in the 1930s. 
Though there are articles 
written about it in the 
local library, alas, there 
no illustrations of it. 

I would be grateful if 
you could publish this 
request as it is a last hope 
of getting anything. 

Replies should be sent 
to: 

Sam Carr, 

3 Dunraven Street, 

Barry, 

CF62 6PF. 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE ENTITLED 
TO COMPENSATION: 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

• POWER 
STATIONS 

• CHEMICALS 

• MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

• ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

(0808) 156008I 




HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 


ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 
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Gladstone’s pupils fill festive 
shoeboxes for needy children 


^WONDROUS FESTIVAL^ 



LAST week saw the excellent 
Christmas Tree Festival held 
at St Mary’s Church on 
Holton Road. 

The 37 trees, decorated by 
schoolchildren, charities and other 
local organisations, were a won¬ 
drous sight, reflecting the amount of 
work put into the creations. 

I was also fortunate enough to be 
able to enjoy concerts from children 
at Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Baruc and 
Gladstone Primary School, 
although I was told that all of the 


concerts from other schools were 
also of a similarly excellent stan¬ 
dard. 

I know that the congregation at 
the church put a great deal of effort 
into the festival, showed fantastic 
hospitality and I hope that it will be 
repeated next year. 

Merry Christmas! Nado% 
Llawen! 

Conn Ian Johnson, 

Barry, 

(Plaid Cymru councillor for Buttrills 
ward). 


GLADSTONE has done it again! 
Parents at the primary school- 
have helped their children to 
pack a staggering 138 shoe boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child. 

A spokesperson reported: “Last 
Tuesday, the junior children formed a 
human chain to pass each shoe box from 
the juniorhall to the van waiting in the 
playground. 

“Staff and pupils wore Santa hats and 
Christmas jumpers, and the whole school 
counted together as the boxes were 
loaded onto the van.” 

Sarah Creasey, who organised the 
annual event said: “We were thrilled to 
beat last year’s total of 131 boxes...Next 
year we’re really going to go for it and get 
the local community more involved with 
this wonderful event. 

“The parents and pupils of Gladstone 
are so kind. Every year they humble me 
by packing beautiful boxes filled with 
love. 

“The boxes will be sent to many coun¬ 
tries, including India, Russia, Afghanistan 
and Africa. Gladstone are delighted to be 
changing lives and having so much fun in 
the process.” 



Boxing Day swim 

WHITMORE Bay Surf Life Saving Club 
will hold their annual Boxing Day swim at 
3pm; the club will meet at 2.30pm under the 
Western Shelter at Barry Island. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(BARRY PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO. 18) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2012 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), and of all 
other enabling powers intends in not less than seven days from the date of 
this Notice to make an Order the general effect of which is as described in 
the schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

No person shall proceed on foot in the locations specified in Schedule 2 
below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location Barry Public Footpath No 18, shall be closed from its 

junction with Merthyr Dyfan Road, Barry at grid 311572 
169418, extending in a generally westerly direction to its 
junction with The Pastures at grid 311080 169423. 

Alt. Route This diversion shall divert westbound pedestrians in a 
northwesterly direction along Merthyr Dyfan Road to its 
junction with Tennyson Road, then proceeding along 
Tennyson Road, then turning left into Coleridge Crescent, 
following along this road to its junction with Whitewell Road, 
then turning left into The Pastures, proceeding along this 
road to the western end of the closure, and visa-versa. 
Reason To maintain public safety during construction works. 
Duration From 6.00am Monday 7th January 2013 for a maximum 
period of six months. 

Dated this 20th day of December 2012 vale of Glamorgan 

M. E. Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. bro morgannwg 




We are more than just a body shop! 

Servicing • MoT Preparations • Mechanicai & Eiectricai Diagnostics 

Vehicie Recovery • Vaieting •Van Hire 




HAD AN ACCiDENT? 

We specialise in fault and non 
fault accidents, insurance work 
and personal injury claims plus 


we can arrange like for like vehicle hire. 


OFF ANY FULL SERVICE 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 

+ FREE VEHICLE HEALTH CHECK 

(Offer valid until 28.2.13) 



ONLY 


Local A.- 
Recovery L4D 


2-3 WOODHAM ROAD, BARRY CF63 4JE 

01446 700443 

formerly Accident Solutions 


OPENING TIMES: 

Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 6pm 

Saturday 
8.30am - 1pm 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

Busy time, but rewarding for 
an MP at Christmastime! 


C HRISTMAS is a busy 

time for us all and it is an 
absolute privilege for any 
Member of Parliament: The 
concerts, Nativity plays, end of 
year remembrance services, 
brass bands, Christmas cards, 
fayres, the hustle and bustle - 
with the celebration of the 
Nativity being the anchor. 

Over the past fortnight, I have 
been so lucky (other than clocking up 
the train miles back and fore to 
London). I have attended three first- 
class brass band concerts, thanks to 
the RAF St Athan Voluntary Band 
with choirs of exceptional standards. 

The primary school Nativity plays 
have been a delight, and the 
Christmas fayres have been great fun, 
all with Father Christmas popping in. 

The support from the Vale Council 
for Voluntary Services and the Vale 
Volunteers Bureau has been unstint¬ 
ing. 

The church advent services have 
been particularly special; from the 
strong singing in the larger churches 
in Barry, to the intimacy of smaller 
village churches in the Vale. 

One of the school plays I recall 
from previous years included the ele¬ 
ment where Joseph asked if there was 
room at the inn - the inn-keeper 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports 
to GEM readers 


responded by saying yes, there was 
plenty of room and that the expectant 
parents should go in! 

Thankfully, this wasn’t the case 
this year and I have always wondered 
if it was done on purpose. The inn¬ 
keeper certainly had a glint in his 
eye! 

For me, this is a lovely time to 
mark the volunteers who give 
strength to our communities in Barry 
and across the Vale. There are count¬ 
less volunteers working incalculable 


hours with young and older people. 

Without these events, many would 
be lonely, some children wouldn’t 
understand the true meaning of 
Christmas and our optimism would 
be different. 

I so admired the Scouts and their 
leaders, who organise the Christmas 
card post. The efficiency and organi¬ 
sation was second to none. The oper¬ 
ation, solely conducted by volunteers 
over an intense two week period was 
a spectacle. 

All streets across Barry were listed 
clearly. If only the same could be 
said of some of the addresses quoted 
on the cards. I heard of one that 
read, ‘David and Joan, Barry’! 

Finally, one of my favourite events 
was the Barry Age Concern’s Friends 
and Neighbours Club. I had a ball 
and haven’t laughed so much in a 
long time. The organisation was 
remarkable. 

We should never lose sight of those 
that need support, and all the local 
authority workers and volunteers 
who coordinate things so positively in 
the festive period. 

My favourite film is ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life’ with James Stewart. It 
is a privilege to be part of a community 
like George Bailey’s in which people 
care so much for each other. 


Parents praise Albert 
Primary and council 
for showing pupils ‘true 
spirit of Christmas’ 


PARENTS of pupils at at 
Penarth’s Albert Primary 
School have thanked staff and 
the Vale Council for showing 
pupils “the true spirit of 
Christmas”, following the 
temporary closure of the 
school. 

As reported in last week’s GEM, 
the school is currently closed until the 
end of term, due to the burst of a sec¬ 
tion of corroded heating pipework in 
an underfloor duct. The major leak 
drained the school’s heating system, 
causing the boilers to automatically 
close down. 

Work is currently under way to 
repair the heating system in good 
time before the school re-opens for 
the new term in January. 

Around 400 pupils have been tem¬ 
porarily relocated to Penarth Leisure 
Centre in Cogan and the Tabernacle 
Baptist Church in Plassey Street, both 
near to the school, until the end of 
term. 

Rhiannon Stokes, chair of 
Supporters of Albert Primary (former¬ 
ly known as the Parent Teacher 
Association), said: “When I first 
heard the news that the school had to 
close, I was really concerned about 
what the children would do. They all 
really look forward to the Christmas 
fair and the school concert. 

“I’ve been amazed at how many 


parents came forward offering to help 
in any way they could. We were able 
to save our Christmas fair, to the 
delight of the children, with the sup¬ 
port of the community. 

“Every single member of staff has 
worked so hard and every child has 
been smiling. It’s the true spirit of 
Christmas - it’s overwhelming. 

“We’ve got a group of people on 
corridor duty to make sure children 
can’t go out, and members of the 
public can’t get in to where the chil¬ 
dren are, ensuring their security. 
Tabernacle Baptist Church and 
Penarth Leisure Centre have been 
amazing. 

“The parents feel we have been 
kept well-informed all along; the 
communication from the school and 
the council has been excellent. 

“We received group text messages 
telling us to check the school website 
for updates and we were all given a 
full itinerary. School dinners and 
transport have also been sorted. It 
could not have been any better organ¬ 
ised.” 

Headteacher Huw Jones said: 
“There’s a spirit of camaraderie 
among the staff and pupils. Everyone 
is rolling up their sleeves and getting 
on with things. I’m just so proud of 
everybody and of their commitment 
and continued enthusiasm. 

“It’s a sort of Dunkirk spirit. We 
call ourselves Team Albert!” 
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WE WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
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HARD TIMES LIE AHEAD 
AS FUNDING CUTS BITE 



VIEW FROM 
THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 

MOORE 

Leader of the Vale 
of Glamoigan 
Council 


Scallyw^S 



SALE 

IS 

NOW 

ON! 

OFF all our 
ranges including 
Lelli Kelly 
OFF 

Timberland 
boots and wellies 


Open this Sunday (23rd) 
10.30am-3pm 

2 Willow Walk, Cowbridge 

(Town Hall car park) 

01446 772104 


1 WOULD like to take this 
opportunity of wishing 
everyone a Happy 
Christmas and a Peaceful New 
Year. 

I will refrain from wishing every¬ 
one prosperity, as the coming year is 
certainly going to be a difficult one 
for some residents, and for councils in 
Wales. 

Despite the current financial cli¬ 
mate, and problems that we will be 
facing, we will be working to deliver 
our manifesto pledges. 

During the course of the coming 
months, we will be setting our budg¬ 
ets for next year and beyond. 

However, due to the reduction in 
finances available to councils, along¬ 
side the welfare reform changes 
imposed by the Westminster 
Government, it will not be an easy 
job, particularly as local government 
finances are already stretched. 

The council is currently looking at 
ways to balance the budget; tackling 
the problem of protecting essential 
services, while having to make mas¬ 
sive savings that have been imposed 
on us. 

We have to find £25 million sav¬ 
ings over the next four years. We will 
be required to take some hard deci¬ 
sions, but we will stick to our promise 
of being transparent and honest with 
residents and our staff about how 
budgets and services will be affected. 

We are continuing to progress the 
delivery of a new Local Development 
Plan (LDP). We have recommended 
that the Deposit LDP, as approved by 
council on January 25, 2012, by the 
previous administration, will not be 
progressed and that work should com¬ 
mence on a replacement Deposit LDP. 

This is as we promised, despite 
claims to the contrary from some of 


our political opponents. The full rec¬ 
ommendations will go before full 
council on January 23, when a final 
decision will be made. 

During the coming year, we will be 
working on our other pledges and I 
will report on them as they progress. 

On a sombre note, I am concerned 
that many residents remain unaware 
of the impact of the welfare reform 
changes that could seriously affect 
them in the months to come. 

As many have heard through recent 
reports in the media, the Westminster 
Government is making major changes 
to the country’s benefits system, and 
these changes will hit many of those 
most vulnerable in our community. 

Although I do not want to be 
alarmist, I would urge anyone who 
could be affected to seek advice early, 
so that nothing comes as a shock, 
should it affect them directly. 

From April, if you rent a property 
from the council or a housing associa¬ 
tion; receive council tax benefit and 
you are below pension credit age, you 
could lose some housing benefit, if 
you have more bedrooms than the 
Westminster Government says you 
need. 

Although April may seem a long 
way off, if you think you may be 
affected, please take advice from the 
council now - call 01446 709467 or 
email: 

benefits@valeofglamorgan.gov. uk. 

You can also find more information 
on the council’s website, www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov. uk 

Finally, I sincerely hope everyone 
has a good time this Christmas and 
that we can ensure that we protect our 
services in 2013 for all the citizens of 
the Vale. 

I look forward to keeping you up- 
to-date with Vale Council news in 
2013. 



Rob’s model boat pulling Santa, his elf and the two ducks. 

Santa’s appearance 
at Knap delights 
Christmas visitors 


LOCAL residents 
and visitors to the 
Knap Lake in Barry 
were amazed to see 
Santa Clause happi¬ 
ly sailing around the 
lake on his sleigh, 
courtesy of two well 
known ducks - 
Rudolph and 
Prancer! 

Lights Ablaze, carols- 
a-singing, with 
Christmas gifts in the 
sacks, and an elf on 
board - the festive spirit 
was certainly going 
down a treat. 

It was all the work of 
Barry Model Boat Club 
member Rob McCann 
from Llantwit Major. 

Rob told The GEM: 
“It was a lot of fun and 
really nice that the 


townsfolk appreciate it. 
People were kind 
enough to thank me for 
the display, which makes 
it all worthwhile. 

“Some pulled out 
their camera phones to 
take snaps and videos. 
People were even 
singing along to the 
music.” 

Rob became a mem¬ 
ber of Barry Model Boat 
Club earlier this year, 
inspired after the passing 
of his brother Gerry, an 
ex-Merchant Navy sea¬ 
man from the brothers’ 
hometown of Glasgow. 

Rob explained: “It all 
began with Gerry’s 
grandson Luis, making a 
comment to me as we 
walked beside the River 
Clyde. 

“We decided to set 
about making a wooden 


model ship, naming it 
the ‘Gerry Mac’ as a 
tribute - and a new 
hobby began. 

“The club members 
are a great bunch of 
guys, and any new mem¬ 
ber is made to feel very 
welcome, and the guys 
are so helpful offering 
help and assistance with 
model boat building. 

“Weather permitting, 
Santa will be down at 
the Knap Lake most 
days, and hopefully 
Christmas Day.” 

Rob added: “I would 
like to say a special 
thank you to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Parks Dept. 
Without the kind assis¬ 
tance of Mr Phil 
Beaming and Mr Adam 
Sargent, this display 
might never have made 
the water.” 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


OPEN: Christmas Eve 9am - 4.30pm • Closed Christmas Day 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day only. 

Normal Opening Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 
Open New Year’s Eve 9am - 4.30pm 


LOOK! 

ar* havlHf ■ r 

HUGE ClEARANCE 

(T# mAo vimy foe now fwo^mts H Aifrioys) 



Experienced sales staff 
on hand to advise you 
with your purchases. 


3a tynewydd road, 

KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST - , 

AH In Stock! - Ready to Go! for^l/ustration a i 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! j 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty ^ ' 

Telephone: 01446 730884...^^<Sf^S i 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk ■ 
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Solo(t#d Stock A Ex-Display Itams 

Reduced to Rock Bottom f^es 

Starts Friday 28th Detember 

For 0 Limited Time Only While Stocks lost 

m i wi i O j i iw* 


ba+hroorin 


in^fUKd... 




Gifd<II Bathroom Centre.. Hodfield Rood. Cardiff, Cf 11 8PNV 
Tel: 029 2034 0861 Web: www.cordiHbalhfoomcentre-cawk 


» TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 
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Half price 

Duval-Leroy Fleur de Champagne 75cl 

^ £3t:9^ £15.99 

t 

( 
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Carwyn drops bombshell 
with Assembly’s plan to 
buy out Cardiff Airport 


THE future of 
Cardiff Airport 
took a shock turn 
this week with 
news that the 
Welsh 
Government is 
considering tak¬ 
ing it over. 

The First Minister, 
Carwyn Jones, 

announced that the 
Welsh Government has 
entered into an exclusive 
‘due diligence’ agree¬ 
ment with TBI, the own¬ 
ers of Cardiff Airport. 

TBI, in turn, is owned 
by the Spanish airports 
operator, Abertis. 

The phrase ‘due dili¬ 
gence’ means that the 
airport’s books will be 
studied and, subject to 
financial, legal and 
value for money consid¬ 
erations, the Welsh 
Government may then 
proceed towards a pur¬ 
chase of the airport. 

Announcing the 
agreement, the First 
Minister said: “Over the 
past 12 months, I have 


repeatedly emphasised 
the importance to Wales 
of a dynamic interna¬ 
tional gateway airport 
in Cardiff. 

“During the course of 
the year, we have devel¬ 
oped a very constructive 
and positive relationship 
with TBI. Together, we 
have been discussing 
how best to develop the 
airport to position it for 
the challenges ahead. 

“I can today 
announce that the Welsh 
Government has agreed 
with TBI to progress 
towards the purchase of 
Cardiff Airport. 

“Such an arrange¬ 
ment would enable us to 
develop a more coherent 
approach to our nation¬ 
al infrastructure plan¬ 
ning, and integrate the 
airport into our wider 
economic development 
strategy.” 

This process clearly 
started after the First 
Minister made critical 
comments about the 
state of Cardiff Airport 
earlier this year. 

The comments were 
widely interpreted as 


I by PHILIP I 
I IRWIN I 

warning Abertis to start 
investing in Cardiff, or 
to sell to someone who 
would. 

Carwyn Jones has 
been reported as saying 
that any new operator 
will be expected to run 
the airport without sub¬ 
sidies. 

The Conservative 
Leader in the Assembly, 
South Wales Central AM 
Andrew RT Davies said 
that while he acknowl¬ 
edged that action was 
needed to halt the air¬ 
port’s decline, he still 
had major reservations. 

He said: “The First 
Minister will have to 
work very hard to con¬ 
vince us that this move 
will represent value for 
taxpayer money and, 
equally important, deliv¬ 
er the improvements that 
are needed. 

“Naturally, the onus is 
now on the Welsh 
Government to make the 
case and, whilst I am 
unconvinced that state 


control is the way for¬ 
ward, we will continue 
to be a constructive 
opposition. 

“It should be noted 
that the situation has not 
been helped to date by a 
combination of Welsh 
Government inaction 
over route development 
grants, and a First 
Minister who enjoys 
telling the public how 
awful it is to use the air¬ 
port! 

“Furthermore, the 
Welsh Government’s 
mediocre record doesn’t 
exactly fill you with 
confidence that they 
have the wherewithal to 
manage a key asset of 
this type and scale. 

“It is some consola¬ 
tion that the First 
Minister has conceded 
that the airport would be 
managed independently 
alongside a partner with 
industry experience and 
not by Labour 
Ministers.” 

Business Minister 
Edwina Hart said: “The 
message from business 
leaders and tourism 
operators across Wales 


is clear: strong, interna¬ 
tional transport links are 
vital to our prosperity, 
and key to future eco¬ 
nomic growth. 

“Subject to satisfacto¬ 
ry due diligence, our 
investment in Cardiff 
Airport has the potential 
to create many exciting 
possibilities for the 
Welsh economy.” 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
aid: “I welcome the First 
Minister’s statement. 
This is great news for 
the airport, the Vale and 
the whole of Wales. 

“By taking the airport 
into public ownership, 
the Welsh Government 
can integrate it into its 
wider economic strategy 
and boost prospects for 
Welsh citizens, tourists, 
businesses and the avia¬ 
tion industry.” 

The Vale MP, Alun 
Cairns, said: “You don’t 
need to own an airport to 
support an airport. 

“I have criticised the 
Welsh Government on 
several occasions previ¬ 
ously for not supporting 
the airport in the same 
way as the Scottish 
Government supports 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

“There had been real 
prospects of attracting 
Emirates and American 
Airlines there, but they 
failed to step up to the 
mark. Emirates ended 
up going to Edinburgh 
and Newcastle. The for¬ 
mer Newcastle RDA 
supported the marketing 
of the routes. 

“The timing is 
remarkable. They have 
just refused to freeze 
council tax and are about 
to extend its reach. 

“They don’t have 
money to pay for a can¬ 
cer drugs fund. NHS and 
Ambulance targets are 
being missed, yet they 
have money to purchase 
an airport!” 

Steve Hodgetts, the 
business development 
and commercial director 
at Cardiff Airport, said: 
“Over the last few 
months, Cardiff Airport 
has engaged in positive 
and constructive discus¬ 
sions with the Welsh 
Government on how 
best to position the air¬ 
port for the challenges 
ahead. 

“In the course of 
those discussions, it 
emerged that a sale of 
the airport was one pos¬ 
sible option. 

“To explore that 
option further, a process 
has been put in place 
which will allow the 
Welsh Government to 
undertake comprehen¬ 
sive due diligence. 

“Depending upon the 
outcome of that due dili¬ 
gence, and other related 
activities, it is our under¬ 
standing that the Welsh 
Government may decide 
to proceed towards a 
purchase.” 


v^EASONS C^REEUNGS 

from C S Boxall, to all our customers old and new. 


C,S, Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 

For all your 
Oil, Gas, Boiler 
and A^a 
installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 



Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk r # ■‘‘iili 


^39^al^iisiiies^ark^laiido^^i^owbridge^F7^P^ 


CADETS LEARN ALL 
ABOUT POSITIVE ‘G’ 
AND NEGATIVE ‘G’ 


AIR Cadets from 
372 (Barry) 
Squadron have 
recently experienced 
the thrills and excite¬ 
ment of flying in the 
modern Grob Tutor 
training aircraft, as 
used by the Royal 
Air Force. 

The Cadets gained a 
valuable insight into the 
aircraft’s flying capabili¬ 
ties. With No.l Air 
Experience Flight based 
at MoD St Athan, the 
Cadets did not have to 
travel far. 

On arrival, the Cadets 
were given all the rele¬ 
vant safety and weather 
briefings and shown 
training videos about the 
aircraft before being 
equipped to fly. 

Each air experience 
flight typically lasted 30 
minutes, where the 
Cadets would fly at 
approximately 2,500 ft. 
During that time the 
Cadets were given the 
opportunity under the 
pilot’s instructions to 
actually control the air¬ 
craft, learning to appre¬ 
ciate the effects of the 
control column to main¬ 
tain straight and level 
flight. 

Some brave Cadets 
also undertook stomach 
churning aerobatics - 
appreciating the world 
while upside down! 

Typically, the pilots 
would carry out a series 
of stall turns, wing 
overs, barrel rolls and 
loops, with the Cadets’ 
hands actually following 
through on the control 
column helping to 
understand how the air¬ 
craft flies. 

The Cadets also now 
have an understanding of 
the difference between 
positive and negative G 
- at first hand! From the 
air, the Cadets could 
clearly see many of the 
local familiar sights, 
including their homes. 

The Cadets who flew 
were Nathan Loxton, 
Nathan David, Steph 
Jones, Toby Boss, Rhys 
Thomas, Jack Cowles, 



Jack Cowles with the 
evidence of an eventful 
flight 

Georgia James, 
Georgina Poulakis, 
Kieren Long and Sean 
Hodges. 

Afterwards, Georgia 
said: “Flying the aircraft 
was easier to control 
than I imagined. It was 
so cool, and I can’t wait 
for my next flight”. 


Everyone had a fan¬ 
tastic experience they 
will never forget. 

The Air Cadets also 
undertake many other 
exciting activities 
including adventure 
training, shooting, sport, 
field craft, Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
Scheme and archery. 

If you have a spirit for 
adventure, 372 (Barry) 
Squadron have vacan¬ 
cies for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years old. 

The Squadron parade 
on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7pm-9.30pm 
behind Adams Funeral 
Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can phone the Squadron 
on 01446 747734 or 


email oc.372@air- 
cadets.org _ 

CAROLS AT EWENNY 

THE popular annual carol service will be held in 
Ewenny Priory Church next Sunday (December 
23) at 4pm, when St Donat’s Chamber Choir, con¬ 
ducted by Wendy York, will be leading the singing, 
with organist Dorian Prince. 

Christmas Midnight Mass at the Priory Church 
is at 11.30pm on Christmas Even, and Holy 
Eucharist with carols at 9.30am on Christmas 
Day. Eor further details, contact the Venerable 
Philip Morris, priest in charge. 
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Bridgend’s Alternative to main dealer prices... 

lUijij'JU VOLVO 


TRUST THE CAR, TRUST OUR SERVICE 



All servicing, repairs, 
tyres & MOTs carried 
out at rfiatistic prices 


Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 

diagnostic technology 

Volvo checklist issued with every service 

Courtesy cars available • Local collection & delivery service 

State of the art showroom with exceptionally 

comfortable waiting area 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk 
For more information call 01656 769769 
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PILATES STUDIO • ACTIVEWEAR STORE • WELLNESS CENTRE 


Do you need to strer^gthen, lengthen and tone your body? Are you loobing for an exercise routvie that can 
strengthen yoor bach? Re-align your spine? Barefooc Studio is Wales' leacfng Plates Studio and our team 
of Instructors are some of the best in their held. From individual tailofed sessionis to smai group classesv 
we offer the r^t class for you. Choose from our Healthy Backs Programme, dally classKal mat classes. 1:1 
Plates Reformer or our NEW MVe Chair Pllates Claeses 



barefoot 

studio 



Small group classes of 12 people 
Lengthen your spine, strengthen your core 
Over 20 classes to choose from 
Daytime & evening classes 
All rnats & equipment provided 


Small group classes of 6 people 
55 min workout that gets great results 
Shape, tone, sculpt and challenge your body 
Dynamic fun class - the first In Wales! 



Pllates Reformer 

Private Reformer 1:1 or 1:2 sessions 
Ejocepcionai results on this unique machine 
Used by top sportspeople and celebrities 
Also recommended for rehabilitation 


Book your FREE taster class: Sat S Ian 2013 Book your 20 min Ustec session for just 


BOOIC NOW - 6 Week Beginners Classes: 

Wed 9 Jan, 10:30am 

Thur lOian, 7;30pm 

Sat 12 Jan, ll.^OOam 

£51 per person for 6 weeks course 

Lower Back Pain 

Run by our Level 4 Pilates Lower Back Pain 
Specialist. 1:1 Private classes and small group 
'Healthy Badd classes. Ring lor details. 


□trails' FfeakI ’ilalt . 


£10: Sat Sian 2013 



Nordic Walk 

Born 46% more 
calories than walking 
Fun. friendly & enjoy 
theoutdoofsl 

Beginners workshop 
Saiil2ian 

1030 am •12:30 pm 
£15 per person 
Poles provided 


FRI21&SAT22DEC 

MEGA 2 DAY 
SHOP SALE 

CVM KtT, RUNNING GEAR, DOWN lACKETS, HATS, 
VOGA/PILATES CIOTHING, BAGS, GIH IDEAS... 

^UP TO HALF PRICE Hjj^ 


barefootstudiostore.co.uk 


Barefoot Studio is home to a team of Nfftly quallfed and 
experienced therapists. We can signpost you to the right 
trextmenft and work together to optmuse your healtK 


EMMETT ft BOWEN TECHNIQUE 

Easing pain, restorirg comfortable movement, combating stress 
ft tensKm. www.everybodysbefter.co.uk 


OSTEOPATHY 

Promote complete body health, structural ft cranial 
osteopathy lor all ages. Holistic approach to aches ft pains. 
RachH Corbett t: 07970 406 S42 

SPORTS MASSAGE 

Enhance muscle performance, aids recovery, treat and 
preverrt infury. 

CMme Bennett 1:07BB7 924 901 
ACUPUNCTURE 

Acupuncture can help with nsany health issues mdudaig 
pain, ferbity issues, morning sickness^ anxiety & depression. 
PauBne iones t: 077S3 966 921 


Judith Johnson t: 07932 347 9B3 
REFLEXOiOGY 

Therapeutfe ft relaxing treatments for stress, anxiety, 
digestive issues, women's health ft pa&abve care. 

Joanna CunninghanvJoncs 1:07800 978 8S8 

HYPNOTHERAPY 

Anxiety, stiess. depression, smoking cessation, pain, 
phobias, bereavement, confklence. exam nerves, weight issues 
Sue Pitman 1:07795 964 066 


Visit our website for more Information 
FREE CAR PARK 



BackCare 


OSTEOPATHY-SPORTS MASSAGE • REFLEXOLOGY - HYPNOTHERAPY • ACUPUNCTURE - EMMETT| BOWEN 


61-63 EASTGATE, COWBRIDGE t*01446 775772 e: info#barefootstudio.co.uk barefOOtStudiO.CO.uk 


PILATES MATWORK ^ PILATES REFORMER - PILATES CHAIR ► HEALTHY BACKS ► NORDIC WALKING 
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Don’t miss our 


Bonus Discounts 


Dimng 




INTEREST rR££CREDrr 


rw 


72 HOURDGJVERY 


ggs 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


OeSiCNER furniturm OUTLET STOHES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! I ^^^DIFF • PENARTH 
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Out and About with The Gl 



"A mysterious stranger' 
and Spirits of the Yule 


THE winter solstice 
{Alban Arthan in 
Welsh, meaning 
light of winter) 
occurs on December 
21, and is the short¬ 
est day and longest 
night of the year, 
when the sun 
appears at its lowest 
above the horizon. 

Solstice (sistere) 
means stand still in Latin 
while sol means sun, and 
the winter solstice, 
although in contrast to 
the summer solstice, has 
been celebrated through¬ 
out the ages. 

People from ancient 
times recognised the 
peculiarity of the sun and 
moon standing still in the 
sky on this date. 

Expressed as 

‘Midwinter’s Day’ dur¬ 
ing neolithic times, it was 
a celebration where its 
people would observe the 
rays of the sun en-route 
towards sundown. 

The Midwinter festi¬ 
val was proclaimed as 
the last celebration of the 
fruitful year, because the 
winter months ahead 
were known to cause 
famine and misery 
through lack of food 
from the land. 

Cattle and livestock 
were slaughtered for the 
feast so that they would 
not have to be fed during 
the starvation months. 

Wine and beer would 
have fermented perfectly 
by this time and drunk 
for the occasion. 


The festivities began 
on December 20, the eve 
of the solstice, which was 
calculated as the begin¬ 
ning of the pre- 
Romanised winter’s day. 

It was known as the 
festival of Bacchus 
which was toasted for the 
days leading up to 
December 25. 

The consumption of 
wine surrounded this 
rather lengthy occasion, 
because light and the 
rebirth of the sun was 
important to the people 
of that era. 

Stone structures were 
built to align with the sun 
at certain times of the 
day, such as at dawn and 
high noon, and rituals of 
sacrifice were performed, 
as well as an hour of 
silence to honour the sol¬ 
stice in the hope of liber¬ 
ating peace. 

It would seem that fes¬ 
tivals of this nature were 
plentiful during ancient 
times, and possibly a fur¬ 
ther excuse for mass 
gatherings and merri¬ 
ment. 

Druid customs cele¬ 
brated the festival of 
Alban Arthuan on 
December 21 as a time of 
death and rebirth. 

They believed that the 
souls of the dead would 
be given a new lease of 
life on this date, because 
the sun of the New Year 
would be reborn the fol¬ 
lowing morning. 

They also regarded 
mistletoe as sacred and 
kissing beneath it was a 
pledge of friendship. 


The occasion was fol¬ 
lowed by Yuletide, an 
earlier term for the 
Christmas celebration. 

Author Richard 
Heinberg (a modern 
writer) describes the win¬ 
ter solstice as ‘times of 
danger and opportunity; 
times for special alert¬ 
ness and aliveness. 

Wisdom consists of 
knowing one’s place in 
any given cycle, and 
what kinds of action are 
appropriate for that 
phase‘, quotes which 
portray the time of year 
to perfection. 

Hauntings around the 
time of the winter sol¬ 
stice are not the typical 
zombified apparitions 
often associated with fes¬ 
tivals, but tales of folk¬ 
lore and legends yearn¬ 
ing to be remembered. 

The Celtic custom of 
the Sluagh-Sidhe (people 
of the Sidhe) included 
haunted mounds or bar- 
rows where the souls of 
the dead were said to 
rebound from one world 
into another, and faery- 
folk (fairies) entered 
magical castles. 

Celtic tribes would lay 
the bones of the dead to 
rest upon the mounds to 
release their souls into 
another world beyond 
our realm. 

Spirits of the Yule dur¬ 
ing Celtic times included 
the mysterious stranger - 
which was the manifesta¬ 
tion of the ghostly image 
of baby Jesus. 

Witnessing this myste¬ 
rious stranger was 


Give dance a go in 2013 


STRICTLY comes to 
the Vale with Steve 
and Lynne - former 
captains of the Ystrad 
Fawr Ballroom forma¬ 
tion team which repre¬ 
sented Great Britain in 
the world and 
European champi¬ 
onships. 

Also, as a couple they 


represented Wales in 
Latin American at world 
championships in Spain, 
New Zealand, Italy and 
Belgium. 

Steve and Lynne have 
been teaching in Cardiff, 
Penarth and Barry for 
nine years now, and 
thoroughly enjoy doing 


They are IDTA profes¬ 
sionally qualified teach¬ 
ers. 

Classes are great fun, 
very vibrant, and as well 
as burning up loads of 
calories - losing weight 
and getting fit - every¬ 
one learns a new skill. 

Come along and give 
it a go - bring your 
friends as well. Our 
classes are tailor-made 
for beginners (and for 
people with two left 
feet!) and we have 
pupils of all ages. 

All former pupils are 
most welcome, and 
there’s no need to book. 
Just pay as you go! 
Nothing to pay in 
advance. 

Check out our website 
WWW. sal sachacha.com, 
and the advertisement 
on this page for our new 
classes starting in 
January, and for more 
information. 

So it’s up to you. 

Drag yourself away 
from the telly - get some 
exercise, keep fit and 
join one of the classes! 

See you in January! 


Ballroom! Latin! Salsa! 

COME OAHCIHG with STEVE AND LYNNE 
( 2 qualified I.D. T.A teachers) at their 
NEW BEGINNERS CLASSES in BALL¬ 
ROOM/LATIN/SALSA at:- 
HIGHLIGHT PARK COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, BARRY, (behind Tesco’s) 
every THURSDAY, starting 
JANUARY 10th - 7.30 - 8.30 pjn. and:- 
LOWER PENARTH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, Brockhill Way, (opp Spar), 
PENARTH, every MONDAY, starting 
JANUARY 7th, 8-9p.ni. 

Learn to Salsa, Jive, Tango, Waltz, Cha-cha, Samba, 
Quickstep, Paso Doble, Merengue, Rumba, Foxtrot! 
Come along, bring Mends to our VIBRANT and 
Mendly, fun, social classes. Former pupils most wel¬ 
come. Check web for more information - 

www.salsachacha.com 

Only £6.00 - students £5.00 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 


thought to be a symbol of 
good luck for spreading 
ki ndness and goodwill to 
all men. 

But it was during the 
later part of the Celtic era 
that St Thomas, the 
Apostle to Jesus Christ, 
was honoured too. 

Eerily, the spirit of the 
Yule is said to become 
evident in the depths of 
the flames of fire, and the 
Celts would carry out 
chants of wisdom with 
the words ‘life begins in 
a spark; a fire is the light 
of the soul’. 

This is when the Yule 
tree (pine) representing 
the powers of life was 
adopted to invite pleasant 
Yuletide spirits from the 
outer world to join them 
on earth. 

The Yule tree original¬ 
ly came from Germany 
and was traditionally 
decorated with colourful 
objects just before mid¬ 
night on December 13. 

At the stroke of mid¬ 
night, singing and danc¬ 
ing in a circle rotating 
clockwise became popu¬ 
lar as a practice used for 
seeing out the old sun 
and welcoming in the 
new. 

This would evoke the 
spirits of the dead to 
dance around the stones, 
or so the fable states. 

Phantom bells are 
reported to ring out 
across the land at mid¬ 
night on the dawn of the 
rebirth of the sun, yet no 
church is known to be 
engaged in this activity. 

Could the spirits of 
yesteryear be challeng¬ 
ing the living to re-estab¬ 
lish their ancient cus¬ 
toms? Do these tradi¬ 
tions ring true? Only 
you can decide... 

HAYLEY 

WILLIAMS 

hayley.williams550@y 

ahoo.com 

Early Mass 

THIS year, the tradi¬ 
tional service of 
Midnight Mass will 
begin at 8pm in St 
Paul’s Church, Barry, 
on Christmas Eve. 

Father Robert 

Parrish said that this 
would be an opportunity 
for families to bring 
children and still get 
home in time for the 
arrival of Santa Claus. 

The service will 
include the blessing of 
the Christmas crib, and 
Christmas carols. 

On Christmas morn¬ 
ing at 10am, there will 
be Sung Mass, with pro¬ 
cession to the crib, and 
Christmas carols. 

St Paul’s was the first 
Anglican Church built 
for the new town of 
Barry in 1892. The 
Church is in St Paul’s 
Avenue and Father 
Robert and the congre¬ 
gation wish everyone a 
very happy and enjoy¬ 
able Christmas. 


"An Unexpected 
Journey’ is an 
expected success! 


IT hardly seems 
like 12 years ago 
when The 
Fellowship of the 
Ring kicked off the 
Lord of the Rings 
saga, a three-year 
journey that yield¬ 
ed billions at the 
box office and a 
small mountain of 
Academy Award 
glory. 

The chances of adapt¬ 
ing the prequel. The 
Hobbit, were always 
high, given the success 
of the first three films, 
but after Guillermo Del 
Toro left the project due 
to the time frames 
involved, it seemed The 
Hobbit was suspended in 
the air. 

Cue Peter Jackson, 
who stepped in to helm 
the film and who will 
oversee another two in 
the next three years. 

The Hobbit sees Bilbo 
Baggins (Martin 
Freeman) join Gandalf 
(Ian McKellen) and a 
band of dwarves on an 
adventure to reclaim the 
home stolen from 
the dwarves by the drag¬ 
on Smaug (voiced by 
Benedict Cumberbatch); 
an adventure that will 
prove both life-affirming 
and life-threatening in 
equal measure... 

Given the huge 
impact the Lord of the 
Rings trilogy had on cin¬ 
ema, Peter Jackson’s 
return to Middle Earth is 
one that comes with a 
certain amount of pres¬ 
sure. 

While fans of 
Tolkien’s books would 
have been assuaged by 
the confident and skilled 
approach Jackson took 
to the original trilogy, 
this time round the pres¬ 
sure of a worldwide cin¬ 
ema audience is one 
leaning heavily on the 
director. 

Throw in some 3D 
and, for selected screen¬ 
ings (one of which I was 
lucky enough to attend) 
the new technology of 
shooting at 48 frames 
per second as opposed to 
the standard 24, and 
there was much that 


could have gone wrong 
for The Hobbit. 

Thankfully, it man¬ 
ages to escape, if not 
flaw-free, then certainly 
with relative ease; the 
film channelling the 
spirit of its progenitor 
but taking on the new 
story on its own terms 
and dealing skilfully 
with the task. 

Given that the story is 
a relatively straightfor¬ 
ward adventure, shorn of 
Rings’ multi-narrative 
wrangling, the decision 
to break the film into 
three parts felt like one 
made more for financial 
concern than narrative 
(almost symbolically, 
Gandalf says early on 
that “All good stories 
deserve embellish¬ 
ment”). 

Certainly, An 
Unexpected Journey has 
all the hallmarks of the 
first part of a trilogy, 
weighed down with set¬ 
ting up the narrative and 
introducing characters, 
something it doesn’t do 
with any great ease. The 
opening 40 minutes or 
so feel a touch leaden. 

But once the adven¬ 
ture element kicks in, 
Jackson and co-screen¬ 
writers Fran Walsh, 
Phillipa Boyens and 
Guillermo Del Toro soon 
inject pace and excite¬ 
ment into proceedings. 

Extending Tolkien’s 
narrative means that 
there is more space for 
certain characters to 
shine, but it also means 
that there are points 
where the story seems to 
take a break just to do 
this, occasionally jarring 
slightly. 

Back in the director’s 
chair, Jackson makes 
The Hobbit look like the 
sparklier cousin to 
Rings’ gloomy sense of 
forboding. It makes 
sense, given there is less 
of a threat of menace in 
the air. 

Middle Earth looks as 
glorious as ever, 
Jackson’s camera sweep¬ 
ing through the beauty 
of New Zealand. The 3D 
looks glorious, and the 
48 frames per second 
technology makes this 
one of the best 3D films 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


I’ve seen in terms of 
clarity. However, the 
downside of this is that 
sometimes it resembles a 
cheesy 1980s children’s 
fantasy TV show, rather 
than the big screen expe¬ 
rience it is, and also ren¬ 
ders some of the effects 
poorly. 

Jackson’s embracing 
of new technology is far 
from misguided, but the 
sheen it offers doesn’t 
quite suit the tone of the 
film as a whole. 

Much like Rings, the 
casting is good, with 
Martin Freeman 
excelling in the role of 
Bilbo. Acting as very 
much the audience’s way 
in, the actor delivers a 
subtle but beautifully 
judged performance that 
sits perfectly within the 
film. Similarly, Ian 


McKellen projects the 
same power as Gandalf, 
albeit with a little more 
feistiness of youth, while 
of the dwarves, Richard 
Armitage and James 
Nesbitt really stand out 
from the crowd. 

With the climax set¬ 
ting up the next instal¬ 
ment without too much 
foreshadowing, as in The 
Fellowship of the Ring, 
An Unexpected Journey 
gets all the pieces in 
place and sets up for The 
Desolation of Smaug 
next year (the character 
only being hinted at 
here). 

Based on this outing, 
it promises to be some¬ 
thing quite special 
indeed. 

VERDICT - A success¬ 
ful return to Middle 
Earth for Peter 
Jackson et al, The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey ticks all the 
right boxes. 

While it feels a little 
overstretched in parts, 
and hardly hits the 
ground running, the 
grand scope of the 
piece keeps you 
engaged throughout 
and certainly wanting 
more. Recommended. 
SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED; The Lord of 
the Rings trilogy (2001- 
2003) 

SCREEN TALK would 
like to wish all readers a 
very merry Christmas 
and a happy new year. 


HorseshoesI 

Moulton, Nr Barry 

A country Inn with a log 
fire, mulled wine and a 
warm atmosphere 

New Year’s Eve 
Spectacular 

LOUNGE BAR 

Adults &10 

Fun, Dancing, Fireworks and 
Laughter til the early hours. 

Bar meals available (not included) 

I MINIBUS SERVICE AVAILABLE | 
&6 per person return 

PLAYBARN OFFER 

available throughout the 
children’s holidays: 

Kids Eat & Play; Meal 
and unlimited play &4.95 

Open from 9am until late every day I 


Telephone: 01446 710428 


for bookings 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 




HANDMADE 
CRAFT FAYREf 

on T 

Saturday, 22nd December 

at 

St Mary’s Church 
Holton Road, Barry 

(just off King Square opp. The Windsor Hotel) 

10.30 am - 4.00 pm 

Free Entry - Refreshments Available 

Enquiries - Gail 07722 242317 
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ablished 
1996 d 


n<ITCHENS & BEDROOMS 1 

f A Merry Christmas and a Happy I 
t New Year to all our customers | 
Serving the Vale & South Wales for over 40 years 

^ 11-12 SUBWAY ROAD, cf 

> THE WATERFRONT, BARRY ^ 
Tel: 01446 736421 ^ 


^„n8»abyJATa,/of 

Gaskell & Walker 


Donation by 

r Geoff Brown ^ 
Modern Decorations 


SOUCTORS 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 


Curtains, valances, Venetian, 
vertical, roller & roman blinds 
FREE ESTIMATES 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 
ALL OUR CLIENTS 
Tel: 01446 739174 


also a full range of legal 
services including: ^ 

Conveyancing - Residental P 
Commercial & Home Information Packsl 

(Free written quotations on request) 

Tel (01446) 772212 
Fax ( 014^)773 921 

COWBRIDGE 


lould like to wish f 
ll customers a 

r ry Christmas 

e-mail: 

rAandrew@thecomputerman.co.u 

,>iAi^VWu;]|.inecompuTerfnan>,;C04t^ 


07718 536838 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 




aim a 

^ HAPPY NEW YEAR 


customer 


Permoveo 
0800 033 7807 


% 


^ GROVE ESTATES f 

' Would like to Wish ' 

All Our Clients, Past & Present 
A Very Merry Christmas 
& A Happy New Year 

174 Holton Road ^ 01446 747474 


^ www.permoveo.ltd.uk 


Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 4HN 


^ sales@e-grove.co.uk 
^ www.e-grove.co.uk 





A 

The ff^d J^ion 


M 

Phil and the team @ the Red 

k 


wish all their customers/friends 
compliments of the season 
and a healthy, happy new year! 


1 

: 

New Year’s Eve 70’s Disco 

f 





Donated by 

£])WA:&DS! 

MACIf HfKHY T.XD 


_ 

LlniT2^ Main Avenue, 
BracklaPdustrial Estate, Bridgend 
CF312AL (next door to SCATS) 

We would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a prosperous 2013. 
Looking forward to seeing new and 
existing customers at our . 
site in the new year. 

'^^-3»/107T:01bA 




NEWS FROM ST 
CYRES SCHOOL 

Christmas 
jingles 
across 
the Vale 



The Cyres sound team(left to right): 
Daniel Manton, Marcus Hicks, Richard Hopkin, 
Eloise Johnson and Nathan Morgan. 


ST CYRES School 
radio station, Cyres 
Sound, has been 
working hard with 
local primary 
schools to record 
and produce a spe¬ 
cial Christmas 
radio show, to be 
broadcast during 
the holiday period. 

St Cyres pupils 
Daniel Manton and 
Nathan Morgan, along 
with their music tech¬ 
nology teacher, 
Richard Hopkin, visit¬ 
ed Llandough, Cogan, 
St Andrews Major, 
Murch and Fairfield 
Primary Schools to 
record their choirs, 
individual performers, 
as well as pupils read¬ 
ing Christmas poems 
and interviewing their 
favourite teachers. 

Mr Hopkin said: 
“This is a great way to 
bring our community 
together and to cele¬ 
brate the hard work 
and success of each 
school’s Christmas 
concerts, all in one 
show. 

“It is also very 
exciting for the pupils 
to use the recording 
equipment and then 
be able to ‘tune in’ 
along with their par¬ 
ents and family mem¬ 
bers to hear them¬ 
selves.” 

St Cyres School’s 


head boy, Marcus 
Hicks and head girl, 
Eloise Johnson will 
present the one-hour 
Christmas special, 
introducing the vari¬ 
ous performances. 

The show will 
played every evening 
at 7pm until Monday, 
January 7. 

This will give the 
pupils and their fami¬ 
lies plenty of opportu¬ 
nities to listen in and, 
as Cyres Sound is an 
internet radio station, 
friends and family 
members from around 
the world can also 
hear it! 

To listen to Cyres 
Sound, visit 
www.stcyres.org 

The show is also 
being broadcast on 
Bro Radio 98.1FM on 
Boxing Day at 5pm. 

SCHOOL 

DEBATE 

VAUGHAN GETHING, 
Assembly Member for 
Cardiff South and 
Penarth visited year-12 
politics class recently. 

Some of the class 
flexed their debating 
muscles with Mr 
Gething on issues such 
as charging for carrier 
bags in Wales. SB 


'^H.PI^E^&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 


Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 
















































Thursday, December 2Qth, 2012 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 17 


Tree festival adds 
sparkle to centre’s 
festive celebrations! 


STAFF and stu¬ 
dents at Palmerston 
Community learn¬ 
ing centre began 
their Christmas fes¬ 
tivities with a 
Christmas Tree 
Festival. 

It was launched on 
November 28 by a 50- 
strong choir from 
Palmerston Primary 
School, which sang car¬ 
ols to entertain visitors 
who had packed into the 
centre for the official 
swirtching on of the 
Christmas lights, and to 
enjoy mince pies and 
craft and jewellery on 
sale. 

The festival was held 
as a finale to the annual 
Learner Voice Week and 
classes and groups at 
centres were invited to 
decorate trees to repre¬ 
sent their subjects. 
Learners took up the 
challenge and came up 
with some very innova¬ 
tive decorations, often as 
part of their class proj¬ 
ects. 

Art classes designed 
and painted individual 
miniature paintings 
while textiles classes 
produced a variety of 
fabric crafted tree deco¬ 
rations to represent 
Dressmaking, Patchwork 
and Upholstery. 



ABOVE; Students Alex Mock and Janet McLeod pulling a cracker 
alongside some of the decorated trees on display at Palmerston Centre. 


Language classes Learners in card craft 

were able to get in the classes produced cards 
festive spirit with a van- and tags that were sold 
ety of traditional pictures to raise funds for Breast 
and phrases in Welsh, Cancer. 

Spanish, German and “The trees look won- 

even British Sign derful,” said centre man- 

Language. ager Debbie Lewis. 

Computer classes 
practiced formatting and 
printing images for their 
trees, using Desktop 
publisher, digital photog¬ 
raphy and icons. 

Even the music and 
dance classes got 
involved. Barry Brass 
contributed a musical 
themed tree, while the 
Latin class produced a 
tree full of glittering 
shoes topped off with a 
Craig Rebel-Hall angel! 


“It has been a great 
start to the Christmas 
festivities. We are grate¬ 
ful to everyone for their 
support and for the 
Palmerston School choir 
for coming along to take 
part in our festivities.” 



Primary pupils 
entertain local 
store’s shoppers 


CADOXTON 
Primary School 
Choir and year-6 
children recently 
took part in an 
evening of festive 
fun at Waitrose in 
Barry, entertaining 
shoppers by singing 
Christmas carols, 
bringing some 
Christmas cheer to a 
cold December 
evening. 


Rotary Club’s thank you 


THE Victorian era might be 
long gone, but that didn’t stop 
hundreds descending on Dinas 
Powys for the recent 
Dickensian evening, and The 
Rotary Club would like to say 
- “thank you”. 

The weather gremlins were on our 
side this year, which put a smile on 
everyone’s face. There were stalls 


offering everything from food and 
drink to cuddly toys and festive lights. 

There were side stalls of coconut 
shy, football fun, crazy golf and splat 
the rat, and of course not forgetting 
Santa in his wonderful grotto. 

A spokesperson said: “There are 
too many people to mention, but 
thank you to all the local businesses 
that supported the evening. Without 
this help, it would be very difficult to 
operate.” CJ 


Cadoxton Primary are 
now working in partner¬ 
ship with Waitrose - they 
are sponsoring the 
redecoration of the top 
floor art and music stu¬ 
dio, and collecting fur¬ 
ther sponsorship through 
their in-store green 
token scheme - please 
give generously! 

TEA PARTY 

AN afternoon tea party 
was recently held in 
Cadoxton Cafe for 
lucky children 
(pictured above) who 
received ‘Golden 
Tickets Awards ’ - an 
acknowledgment of 
their achievements and 
contribution to school 
life. 

Cadoxton Primary 
School is extremely 
grateful to Waitrose for 
their donation of cakes, 
which were enjoyed by 
all at the party! 

RH 



Bonny lUer 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 


Wetroom installation 


Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Family business with 
a large reputation! 


Bonny Tiler is a family run business 
whose dedication to quality and cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction has earned us a repu¬ 
tation to rival the large bathroom and 
tiling companies; however, our size 
means that you get ‘down to earth’ 
prices, one to one consultation and work 
based on what you want without the 
hard sell. 

We do all forms of tiling, under floor heating, 
bathroom and wet room installations, including 
disability work. 

Whether you are just thinking of refreshing 
your existing kitchen, bathroom or wanting a 
complete change we can bring your dreams to life. 
We offer a free no obligation quotation service. 



*;*S^^ons 

’+* ^ uArtCiJU&ChmimAS Outlet 


PROBABLY WALES' LARGRT 
CHRISTMAS STORE 




HP TO 




HURRY DON’T MISS OUT! 

Seasons would like to wish all our customers 
a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


Opening Times 

28th, 29th & 30th 
December - 10am - 5pm 

New Years Eve & 

New Years Day - Closed 

Then back Open 
Wednesday, 

2nd January 2013 


He ' ‘ft 

f«. plIHllir ■ -<<♦ 

AlOti III . V **q|ir li ’l 

* ijT'ti. then lit^l kit ji 
rcuniljbfi.'. .v^t c^^l - im 
sum for 

Mdv Yitiiiiiili^ ti«:iii Diillr 

Vi.»illiiii r.liit! ..S S.1’11 vt«i. i> 

,iS4z i‘,. TIL 9. in. Pill I JiJi I 
Bf i r.'cnyr rduMtiji i .iF 
Hf hjen i fl-L* 'A/ 


Tel: 01656 721599 

vvvvw.SeasonsChristmasOutlet.co.uk 
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Vale of Glamorgan Council extends 
Seasons Greetings to all 
residents of the Vale of Glamorgan. 


illerrp CIjrisitmasi anb 
a ?|appp i^eh) ^ear 

Mae'r Cynghorydd 
Eric Hacker 

Faer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, yn estyn 
Cyfarchion yr Wyl i holl drigolion y Fro. 

J^abolig Hlatoen a 
pliupbbpn J^etopbb ®ba 


gjBilES BAWIE8 ijii|| 

% DOCK VIEW ROAD, BARRY ^ 

YOUR LOCAL MILKMAN 4 

Supplying all grades of milk, 
including Organic, Soya and Goats’ Milk. ^ 

Serving the People of Barry, Sully, f 

Dinas Powys, Rhoose and now ft 
delivering to Penarth and Llandough, 1 

We would lil^e to wisft all our 
Customers a Very Merry Christmas I 
and a ^Prosperous 9{ew fVear 

_ i 


(<; 


CHRISTMASTIME MESSAGE THAT 
BRINGS ‘JOY TO THE WORLD’ 





CHRISTMAS is 
a very special 
time to appreci¬ 
ate the really 
important things 
in life - such as 
family, friends, 
and community. 

There is no 
greater joy than see¬ 
ing the excitement 
and pleasure in a 
young child’s face 
on Christmas morn¬ 
ing, which epitomis¬ 
es the true spirit of 


this unique celebra- and all the other Amid the hectic, reminds us of the Season’s greetings 

tion in the Christian wonderful charities hurly-burly of mod- eternal truth that in to all our GEM read- 

calendar. giving up their own ern living, it is good life ‘Tt is better to ers and advertisers! 

It is a time, too, precious time with that Christmas give than receive”, 

when we are vividly their families to help ' 

reminded of those make the festive 

less fortunate than period that extra bit 

ourselves - some- special for others at 

thing Jesus high- home and abroad, 
lighted when he said For example, 

^Love thy neighbour Operation 
as thyself. Christmas Child has 

Let us not forget packed 10,000 boxes 

the army of volun- in its Pontyclun 

teers at the Vale warehouse bound 

Foodbank, for youngsters in 

Operation Croatia and the 

Christmas Child Ukraine! 


ONE STOP SHOP AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Stallingdown, % w Cowbridge 

FILLINO STATION 

. Compliments of the Season 
from Jay and 
Jasmine 


DOWNS 




BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 
The Town Mayor of 
Barry, Councillor 

Les Sword 
and members of 
the Town Council 

Send greetings to the 
doumspeopte of‘Barry 
together laith sincere zinshesfor 
tHealthj ^Happiness and‘Prosperity 
for Christmas 


A very 

Happy 
Christmas 

and 

New Year 

from 

JANE 

HUTT 


Labour Assembly Member 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 

Jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

www.janehutt.co.uk 

(01446) 740981 

Regular surgeries held 
throughout the Vale 


-V 


HlantiBit iHajor 
Council 


Councillor 
Ann Matthews, 
Town Mayor and all 
Town Councillors 
wish Llantwit Major 
residents and visitors 
a Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous 2013 




Would like to wish 
the Community a 
Very Happy Christmas 
and a Peaceful 
New Year! 




Huw Irranca-Davies MP 

Wishes everyone 
a Merry 
Christmas & a 
Happy New Year 

Contact details: 

Constituency Office, Unit 2,112-113 
Commercial Street, Maesteg, CF34 9DL 
Tel: 01656 737777 

Email: huw.irrancadavies.mp@parliament.uk 
Website: www.huwirranca-davies.org.uk 




Councillors 
Richard & 
Robert 
BERTIN 


would like to wish the community 
a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year! 


Contact; 01446 736227 
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EVERYTHING 

IN STORE REDUCED 


2SSttt 


40% Off 


1EM PUR 


30% Off 


ttt U|'„«iT.V 

30% 011 


Parker Knoll 

29% Off 


30% Off 


Mycift 





George Street Fur mis h”e r"s 


Furniture • Carpe 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 

M 4#<»n^ . X»^p»pi. KPJIt tt«K iMvpf ^ Ikm^prtvt 44if 

IWa^r4.DMlM La^ • l^'W'XUI 


ts • Beds • Bathroom 
CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 

iwr^iwajs* liLti 
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All Saints pupils hold superb Christmas fair 


ALL Saints Church in Wales Primary 
School held its annual Christmas fair and, 
as usual, it was a fantastic success. 

The year-6 pupils designed and ran their own 
stalls and there were many other attractions, includ¬ 
ing crafts, plants, cakes and the ever-popular choco¬ 
late hamper raffle. 

Father Christmas and his helpers were a huge 
attraction in their grotto, and a beautiful hand-made 
quilt was also raffled. The school was packed to the 
seams and everyone had a great time. 

The children’s choir, conducted by music co-ordi- 
nator Mrs Williams, entertained the crowd with 
delightful Christmas songs and teacher, Mr Ball, co¬ 
ordinated the fun through the school’s sound system. 

Mr Ball thanked everyone for their amazing sup¬ 
port and a special ‘thank you’ was given to the 
school’s hard working Parents and Friends 
Association for organising another successful event. 
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033 Windows... Simply the Best 


Customers vote MPN best in Wales! 


Six-times World Snooker 


Champion presents award 

The family-run window and conservatory company 
that has showrooms in Cardiff, Swansea, Neath, Port 


Talbot, Bridgend and Aberdare - has been voted best 


in Wales m a national consumer survey. 


The result was calculated from theCustomer 


Satisfaction returns of nearly 16,000 households 


across Britain and Ireland - every single customer 


of every member company for the whole year, with 


the award being presented by snooker legend 
Steve Davis at Network VEKA’s AGM in Cheshire, 


Six times World Champion, Steve, who is also the 


Brand Ambassador for Network VEKA, told the MPN 
team, “All Network VEKA members maintain incredi 
bly high standards, so you really are competing 
against the best of the best. Congratulations,’ 


MPN’s Paul Webster collected the trophy and said of 


the win: Our reputation is very important to us and 


we are extremely committed to customer service. 


It s great to be recognised for all our hard work. 


In our photograph, Steve Davis presents the trophy 


to Paul and Melanie Webster and Paul and Hannah 


Glastonbury, 


MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davis 


We will bciic 3 Tiy wrincn ^uctc ike ior likcl 
(/'k Finance Available / Buy Wow, Tear 
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FRL£ 
QUOTtSI 


A 
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AvailablF 24/7 


fall 07476 640959 


Free Conservatory 
D»ign Service Available 
We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Oownpipes 


FREE ONIINIE QUOTES 

> wwyiipBi«iiidPws .toni 

« ICR CR 07976 640959 


Bridgend 01656 648464 
Cardiff 02920 508770 

Email: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Opening Hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 




fourioriice 


^naazing Offisrf 

Sim '/our 'ree vertical ohndsvv every fvil I house 
windows and doors or 


FINANCE 


aQV 

SI 


PAY NO VAT! 


r/ii.coirs 


FENSA 


M.P.N 


DSORSbCOUERl^lC^ S 


EVERYTHING! 

ONLY IN JANUARY 

TEL: 01446 439212 

for the Vale 

lOA Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2, Leckwith Rood, Cardiff CFl 18AP 
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New and existing customers ■ ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

0 ' A Conm^rr^jM 

24 Heu' 7 aty-m 

t - . ■ 1 V A1 
“ ‘ ^ .r: ■ 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 



CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan | 
Bridgend 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 




^ BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 8f Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^_ Barry 01446 743267 




R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


BARRY & VAL£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

Sovereign 

approved contractor 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & TNSTAT T ATTON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations - 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
( • Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additionai TV Points 

• Digitai Aeriai instaiiations 

^ • Free Home Visits 

^ » Freesat instaiiations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 
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Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


d i a m; ; n d 

Property Services (Wales) 

All electrical work undertaken 
plus a full range of home improvements 
and maintenance services at affordable prices 
with over 25 years experience 
in the building trade. 


Tel. 07980 712 777 ^ 


email: diamondpropertyserviceswales@gmail.com 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 




y / ✓ r 




x^lExcel SweeI$S 0 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Oiigiiial Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Use the GEM to promote your business. 
43,000 copies distributed to your potential 
customers throughout the Vale. 


ms Uficorating 



w 


If its wood 
■ we're 
verydood! 


GUTTER CLEANING 


CARPENTRY ''^7 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 

Tiling • Maintenance • Patios ____ 

^ 1 01446 741460 

Call Peter 07749 6173221 07830 480569 



§ All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Interior & Exterior^ 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE , 

01446 750625 ‘ 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorators 


Professional & Affordable 


Interior & Exterior 
Free Competitive Quotes 
20 Years Experience 
Professional, Local, Reliable 
Flexible Hours to Suit 
Wall Art/Murals 


07855 539545 


GRAB I 




PLANT HIRE LTD 

From creating a Pathway to 
Building a Home, we can provide 
the complete 5 



01446 700535 _ 

Covering the whole of the Vale 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


VflLE CARPETS 

*74e 

comej. to- efocc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 









Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering Coti^crciaC 

01446 771137 drQsu,tatiom 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


NH 


Painter &\ \ 

Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


DfJkpcAdl 

_ DMIfillfift m 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 
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All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. 

Bevels & Stains Brid] 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


IX'Plumbin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

ornmmn 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


MffmtoMf T«e UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


- . Garden & Landscaping Services 

Amrd Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
Ih tidscapeser 
For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 



^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed ^ 

Tel: 01446 771398>^ '4z 
Mob: 07966 265912 





All Aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


07846 255457 1^ 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists ^Jl^g 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats zaaui 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFiED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured^y [|0 
Service Engineers iSr' 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 99424hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
P " Annual Boiler Service only£40^rt 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^LJ 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i6i6 


CELTIC B 

plumbing! 

& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 

07973 785339 ^ 
07956 887536 X 


01<44« 7M>127 



M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ( 
too small 
07526 125982'^ 
or 01446 753503 



j P EDWARDS 

>T«MO 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers y _ 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


0771* OOSSSA 

t Al.t t»c»f t 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Installer 
I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmr efrell@ho tmail .co.uk 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


S-M-Vaughan 

MlaBEia: 

■ Approved Contractc 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 




Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


INSTALL ’ ^ 

ELECTRICAL ,, H 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 




FREE VISUAL 
ELEQRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPEQION 
AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY = 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 NAm 
07816 091425 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 



Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 - HB 

421006 215639 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


Roofing 
specialists 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 
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Call a professional 
from our A-Z list 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 







INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Buiiders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


Established o^r 23years ^ 

<Tilestylc 

^ ^ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

□ 07816 668076 or 01446 792676 p-| 

martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk t J 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 




SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWRIiTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



We will pay you for your 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

Top price and service 


Why trash it? Cash it! 

FIND US NEXT TO THE TOWER 
ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE 1=1 

Trl:0m25101S6 
bnfl; 

WWW JMjBfnfwu Kj(a«4 



First 3 hours 
from £36 
for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 . 

The 6EM 

01446 774484 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 




t'BibtfEinT 

Driving School Ltd 

• Learn from 14 years of age upwards 


Gift Vouchers now available by 
phone or via our website 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 
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DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the tot CASH 


DWilil minimum - Any vehicie 
with at ieast 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

Diwii minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Lai mil minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 

SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY! 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £ 20 , 000 'Sfi? 

We will beat any price locally QJSSSfl for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call US today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 




HISCOCK/SMITH 


0 


Elizabeth and Sandra & 

Keith, send love and best 
wishes to family, friends 
and neighbours this 
Christmas, but in remembrance I 
of our special “Polly” will be making 
charitable donations in lieu of cards. 
Also may God bless Andrea 
and Lloyd who, together with 
ourselves, are particularly saddened 
at this special time. 

Peace he with us all 


Howard and Marilyn Hellyar 

would like to wish family, 
friends, neighbours and 
fellow bowlers a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 



TheCtiM would like 
to wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 
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VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNINO 
ACT 1990, SECTION 257 
AND PARAGRAPH 1 
OF SCHEDULE 14 
TTC VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO 43 ST 
ANDREWS MAJOR) 

DIVERSION ORDER 2B12 
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Happy 30th Birthday 

Lee 


Dobb=- 


on 25th December 

iSt 

All our love, Vici, Paige 


and the rest of the family. 


X X X X ^ 


r 


Haopv 

18th Birthday 


iSopliie 
* Harris^ 

on 22nd December 

Lots of Love 
Dad and Jackie 

^ XXX * 

Trev & Dave 



c:I Wbii3Dw 

FLOWER 

Brian Stewart 

Sue, Julia, Russell and family would l ik e to 
thank all the very many friends who attended 
the Thanksgiving Service for Brian. 

They are so grateful for all the kin dness and support 
they have received, the cards, letters, messages, flowers 
and donations. Special thanks to the Ministers, 
especially Rev Norman Wilhams and Rev David Bolt 
and David Lloyd Jones, also to everyone at William 
James and Son. 


Happy 18th 
t Birthday 
SOPHIE 
^ HARRIS 

on 22nd December 

With love, Nan, Gramps, 
Deb, Paul, Ben and Tom x x x 



j\ W A Brown Son 



Funofiii Directors 


M tiUM 7 i 


'ffuin 


Pe«nDrok€ House. 

Cdllege Street. Uttntwit M^lor 
01446 792 4^9 V 


GRATTON 

(nee Gower) 

Muriel Margaretta 

Suddenly but peacefully at College Fields Nursing 
Home, Barry, on December 17tb, Muriel, formerly 
of Vere Street and Jenner Road, Barry. 

Dearly beloved wife of the late Reginald, much loved 
mum of Jane, mother in law of Den, adored 
grandmother of James, Dawn and her husband Ron, 
great grandmother of Morgan, Bethan and Ciaran. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewyddd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry, until her service in the 
chapel on Thursday, January 3rd, 2013 at 11am, 
followed by interment at Barry Cemetary at 12 noon. 
Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 


Walter Stone 

(Walt) 

Jeff and Margaret wish to thank all 
relatives and friends for their cards and 
floral tributes received. Thanks also 
to Dr Janet Taylor for her care and 
kindness to Walter. 


Pat & Hubert Edwards 

The family of the late Pat & Hubert Edwards 
of Tregroes Cottages (formerly of Llanmaes 
Road, Llantwit Major) would like to thank 
everyone for their generous donations and for 
their kind messages of sympathy. 
Money raised was donated to Parkinson’s 
Research, the Parkinson’s Disease Society 
and to the Marie Curie Hospice, 
Holmes Tower in Penarth - Thank you. 




Til® CrEiM reaching the people from Penarth to Porthcawl Call 01446 774484 


Audi A4 X Reg 
1.6 Petrol 

Silver, 107k, MOT April 
2013, new timing belt& 
water pump, very good 
condition. 

£895 ono 
07957 333121 
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VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
MARNAGEACT 1394 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 

TdNft ncticf) mat tha at>M dsf^nmarf has. 
raoNvad ma Bppicatkm i^roaf 

m« Ab0M» Act liOfTt Thu UK HdtNy Group 
LkJ tor Wxjn! Serru) Ncfel IVlbNyry 
Ro»d.0ory. Vw® ol Gtomorgan, CFo2 ^XV 
10 do a premtse apprerfod aa a venue Icr 
Mamsgo ard Or I Partner^p Ceramones. 
Thf& appRflOon and a&aockafico pkana are 
avalabla lor putkic mapadkin balsiaan 9 00 
a m -4 00 0111 ^. MoncNy to Foday at tN 
CrfCOfTfCOb HoRor* Ro^. Bofy CF63 
4Ra 

Arty pemn «nhrQ to otifect to me grant 
of tHs approval shoild tittle lo the above 
address g^%tng reasons fbr ther ob^ion 
wM%n 21 days al the <laie of publicaUxi of 
m« no6oe. 

Rob Tl’crnoB 

Deedor of Oevt^opmenl Servct»^ 
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•c mspedkin befaioen 9 00 chynlLriau cyeyltlaclQ rh«na 
Monday Fnday al me 4(X|xii odd^LKrii ddydef^ 


0 dan y 

Ddeddf ucho'd gen The UK Huiiday 
Group Lid ar gyfer G»e«ty Mount Sorrel. 
Heol Porthceri. y Barn. Bro Morganneg 
CF62 fXV an ganialM i eeinyddu 
Pnodaisau a Phartnenae<nau Sihl. 

Gal y cyhoadd archkwtio r cae fwt a 
Lriau Cy«y 1 tlacl 9 rh«na 9 00am a 
4 OOpm 0 dd^ LKr> i ddyddOManer yti y 
Dv HeolNoRori yBerh 

Dyia untPY^f yn sy’rt gMsm^ynebu dta r 
canoUld y^lor^u i*rc\fmnad uahod, gar 
nexj r rhasymau droe eu qw^rtrwftieoiad 
a hyroy pen 21 rMniod ar M dydd«ad 
cyreaddr hysb^ad Iwt 
Rob Thomas 

Dredcf OtMefopmeni Servtoea 
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CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 

Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestrediq 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01275/LBC 

Add a security shutter and window bars to the inside 
of the store, install a vent for an existing gas boiler 
Dyffryn Gardens, St. Nicholas 

Grade II 


2012/01276/LBC 

To refurbish external and internal finishes, new 
replacement roof covering selected existing internal 
door openings to be raised in height. 

Swanbridge House, St. Marys Well Bay Road, 
Swanbridge, Penarth 

Grade II 


2012/01289/LBC 

Amend the eastern elevation of the West Coach 
house and open up a blocked off window in the 
southern elevation of the West Coach House 
4, Mount Pleasant, Barry 


Grade I 


2012/01292/LBC 

Proposed new tourist accommodation utilising an 
existing Summer House and store room 
Garnllwyd, Llancarfan, Barry 

Grade II* 


2012/01303/LBC 

Extension and alteration to rear section of building 
54, High Street, Cowbridge 

Grade II 


A pplication(s) of General Interest / 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


2012/01285/FUL 

Installation of 5MWp solar PV park on the site of 
derelict land associated with the former Ely 
Brickworks 

Woden Park, land off Cwrt yr Ala Road, Michaelston 
Le Pit 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogoniine.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 20 December, 2012 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Apollo 

Mountain Bike 

Red, 17inch wheel, as 
new, unsuitable for 
current owner. Ideal 
Christmas present. 
Offers around £150. 
Tel 01656 784102 

(Porthcawl) 


Scooter 

Traveller 4 Wheel 

Immaculate condition, 
many extras, hardly 
used, must be seen. 
Cost new £1750, 
accept £890. 

Tel 029 2051 2120 
07860 433908 


Roary Racing Car 

Sit and ride, operated 
by 6volt battery, 
realistic, hardly used, 
sounds and talks. 
Suitable for 2-5 approx. 

£50 

Tel: 01446 401740 


Black Leather 
2 & 3 Seater 
Sofas 

Hardly used. 

£500 

Move reason for sale. 

Tel 01656 650739 


Black Electric 
Cooker 

HotpointHUE61. 
Ceramic hobs, duel 
oven, 600mm width, 
hardly used £250. 
Move reason for sale. 
Tel 01656 650739 


Public Notice 

NINA ESTATE 
AGENTS 

are now in 
receipt of an 
offer for the sum 

of £100,000 
for WEST WALK 
30, BARRY 
CF62 8BY. 

Anyone wishing 
to submit an 
offer for this 
property should 
contact Nina 
Estate Agents, 

1 Broad Street, 
Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan 
CF62 7AA 
or Tel: 01446 
736888 before 
exchange of 
contracts. 
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Council outlines 
Severn Barrage 
fears to Commons 


by LEIGH GRUFFYDD SANDERS 


ON Monday 

(December 17), a 
report was shown 
to the Vale 
Council’s cabinet 
meeting, which has 
been handed to a 
UK Government 
commons select 
committee, outlin¬ 
ing concerns over 
the £34bn project’s 
potential repercus¬ 
sions for the local 
area. 

Led by Coun Lis 
Burnett, the report 
outlines concerns over 
impacts on local ports, 
damage to landscape 
and strains on local 
road networks. 

Including responses 
to consultation with 
local politicians, the 
report has been hand¬ 
ed to the Commons 
Select Committee by 
council planning offi¬ 
cers as a formal 
response to their con¬ 
sultation. 

One of the main con¬ 
cerns was the impact 


the construction period 
of up to Severn years 
could have on the land 
around Lavernock 
Point. The same con¬ 
cerns exist over the 
potential strain on 
local road networks, 
due to the number of 
workers and materials 
needed for the project. 

Concerns are also 
raised over changes to 
the landscape involved 
with hooking the bar¬ 
rage up to the National 
Grid. It also called for 
alternative schemes 
such as tidal reefs, 
lagoons and off-shore 
wind generation to be 
considered as part of 
the proposals. 

There is also the 
impact the barrage 
could have on ports 
upstream of its con¬ 
struction, with Barry 
being the closest port 
upstream, such as the 
displacement of ship¬ 
ping traffic during con¬ 
struction and use. 


Concerns were also 
raised on the impact of 
coastal tourism, and 
the report called for 
the re-naming of the 
project to the 
Lavernock, Penarth or 
Barry-Weston 
Barrage, instead of the 
current Cardiff- 
Weston Barrage, as 
this was “misleading”. 

However, the report 
also admits: “The eco¬ 
nomic benefits of the 
scheme should not be 
understated given the 
employment benefits 
both during construc¬ 
tion and beyond during 
operation. 

“The scheme also 
has the potential to 
generate a significant 
level of tourism and 
educational interest. 
All these issues also 
have the potential to 
impact significantly on 
the local highway net¬ 
work.” 

Supporters of the 
barrage proposals, 
including the Labour 
Neath MP Peter Hain, 
claim it could provide 
five per cent of the 
UK’s electricity, and 
that it could be the 


largest source of 
renewable energy in 
Europe. 

Mr Hain previously 
told The GEM: “It is 
understandable that 
there are fears from 
local people. But there 
will be full discussion 
with local people 
before work starts and 
we want disruption to 
be minimal. 

“There will be activ¬ 
ity - nothing can be 
built without it. It is 
the biggest investment 
in Wales’ history in 
terms of construction, 
engineering and land¬ 
scaping. 

“It is going to be one 
of the world’s most 
iconic sights. There is 
nothing comparable in 
the world, and it will 
bring countless tourists 
to the area. To have one 
of the most iconic 
renewable green proj¬ 
ects here will be some¬ 
thing to be proud of. 

“There are so many 
pluses, including tens 
of thousands of jobs 
created. No matter 
what the merits of 
other schemes, none 
match the potential of 
the Severn Barrage.” 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Vale MP gets a 
pin-up of the 
month award 


Carol 

service 

NEW Jerusalem 
Congregational 
Church (opposite new 
library) is holding a 
carol service on 
Sunday, December 23 
at 4pm, led by Rev 
Tony Smith and Pastor 
David Eollett. 

Refreshments to follow. 
All welcome. 

Street 

surgeries 

OGMORE MP, Huw 
Irranca Davies, will be 
holding street surgeries 
on Friday, December 21; 
this will take the format 
of street surgeries 
between lpm-2pm ad a 
drop in session at the 
constituency office 
between 2pm-3pm. 

All Saints’ 
services 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 


PUPILS at Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg in 
Barry are enjoying 
taking a break 
from lessons in a 
new school coffee 
shop. 

One of the Welsh 
medium school’s dining 
areas has been trans¬ 
formed into a high 
street-style coffee shop 
and yoghurt bar. 

The facility was 
developed by the Vale 
Council’s ‘Vale 
Catering Services’, the 


Penarth, will hold sev¬ 
eral Christmas servic¬ 
es. 

On Sunday, December 
23, there will be a 
Nativity service at 10 am 
- children are welcome 
to come dressed as an 
angel or shepherd and 
join in! 

At 6pm, there will be 
a traditional service of 
nine lessons and carols, 
followed by seasonal 
refreshments. 

On Christmas Eve, 
there will be two Crib 
services for younger 
children to allow all to 
attend (2pm and 4pm). 
Midnight Mass begins at 
11.30pm. 

On Christmas morn¬ 
ing, there will be Holy 
Communion at 8 am, a 
family communion serv¬ 
ice at 10 am and a serv¬ 
ice of Holy Communion 
at St Peter’5 Old Cogan 
at 11am. Visit www.all- 
saintspenarth.org.uk. 


school meals depart¬ 
ment. The focus is on 
healthy eating. 

The council’s cater¬ 
ing service is working 
towards food and nutri¬ 
ent-based standards set 
out in the Welsh 
Government’s ‘Appetite 
for Life Strategy’. 

The coffee shop has 
already been pro¬ 
nounced a success, with 
initial feedback sug¬ 
gesting sales are up by 
£100 per day, compared 
to last September. 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has been 
declared ‘Pin-Up of 
the Month’ by a 
group campaigning 
for lower taxes and 
better government. 

The Tax Payer’s 
Alliance (TPA) 
announced November’s 
recipients of its monthly 
awards to celebrate those 
in positions of power 
who have done the right 
- and wrong - thing by 
the taxpayer. 

The man, woman or 
organisation to be con¬ 
gratulated for saving 
public money or acting 
in the interests of the 
hard-pressed taxpayer is 
named the TPA’s ‘Pin- 
Up of the Month’. 

Whoever is found to 
have shown the greatest 
disregard for taxpayers’ 
cash or interests is 
shamed as the ‘Pinhead 
of the Month’. 

Alun Cairns received 
the award after securing 
the BBC 10-Minute Rule 


Bill in Westminster last 
month. 

The Bill would force 
the BBC to publish all 
invoices for amounts in 
excess of £500 each 
quarter, and allow the 
National Audit Office 
unrestricted access to the 
corporation’s accounts. 

Mr Cairns said: “I’m 
delighted to have been 
given this award. 

“The Tax Payers 
Alliance campaigns for 
hard working tax payers 
and to receive an award 
from them is humbling. 

“In proposing the new 
law, I want the BBC to 
show responsibility 
towards public spending, 
exactly as every other 
public body must do. 
They are no special case. 

“For too long the 
BBC have resisted FOI 
calls and public scrutiny 
is essential. 

“I am delighted that 
the Tax Payers Agree.” 


Ageing Well choir 
entertains elderly 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and Vale Senior 
Health Shop Barry were delighted when autumn 
Sounds Ageing Well Llantwit Major choir enter¬ 
tained customers with a collection of carols, 
melodies and sketches. 

The ladies and gentleman of the group 
enjoyed getting the customers involved and the 
‘audience’ showed their appreciation with loud 
and enthusiastic applause. 


Pupils’ own 
coffee shop 


GEM READERS’ LETTERS EXTRA 


Couple left bags of dog poo on 
table used by cafe customers 


S OMEBODY I know who works at 
the Porthkerry Park Cafe told me 
that dog walkers are some of their 
most popular customers, especially dur¬ 
ing the inclement weather. 

Recently, they served a couple with coffee which 
they took outside onto the decking to drink. During 
this time, their dog sat quietly beside them, and 
when they had moved off my friend went out to 
clear the table. 


BEWARE THE 
ENEMY WITHIN! 


I T was always 
my way of 
thinking that 
the Government of 
the day had a 
moral and legal 
obligation to pro¬ 
tect and serve the 
people of its coun¬ 
try. 

Can someone please 
tell me who forgot to 
tell, not just this Tory 
Government, but 
Governments of years 
gone by? 

It has now been publi¬ 
cised that the hate cleric 
Abu Qatada has been 
moved into a £450,000 
house with his wife and 
four children. This is 
costing the taxpayer 
thousands of pounds a 
week in costs, including 
security; also security 
cameras have been fitted 
to nearby lampposts to 
ensure this preacher of 
hate can live in peace. 

Why doesn’t this 
Government get a bit of 
backbone and kick him 
out? Or better still, move 
him into Downing 
Street. 

Then we have another 
two MPs allegedly fid¬ 
dling the taxpayer - one 
of these has been found 


to be unfit to stand trial 
and has effectively been 
let off. This is outra¬ 
geous, a recent televi¬ 
sion programme showed 
people being evicted 
from their home through 
no fault of their own. 
One woman was suffer¬ 
ing from breast cancer. 

Next we have that 
corrupt institution called 
the EU. Why oh why do 
our thick-skinned politi¬ 
cians insist on keeping 
us in this undemocratic, 
corrupt club? Let’s not 
forget, this club in times 
gone by has removed 
elected politicians in 
Greece and Italy and 
replaced them with EU 
fanatics. 

It forced Ireland to 
have a second vote on 
the EU constitution, 
because it doesn’t under¬ 
stand the meaning of 
NO! 

David Cameron has 
no mandate from the 
people of this country to 
negotiate anything - 
unless it is with the will 
of the people. 

With Governments of 
this country walking all 
over the will of the peo¬ 
ple, we don’t need ene¬ 
mies. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


Dithering on LDP 


M r John 
Drysdale 
must think 
we were all born 
yesterday with his 
recent letter 
regarding the Vale 
LDP. 


I am not sure if he 
and his Labour Party 
colleagues know what 
the word ‘scrap’ means, 
but it isn’t what they are 
doing with the LDP in 
the Vale. 

The word scrap means 
to dispose of in entirety, 
- but the Labour-led 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council are only taking 


the LDP back to just the 
first stages - so this real¬ 
ly is just a con! 

On top of this, it took 
Labour group dithering 
for some six months 
before being finally 
embarrassed into making 
a move on the plan. 

Is this how 
Labour/Llantwit First 
intends to run the coun¬ 
cil over the next four 
and half years, because 
all we have seen so far is 
dithering and not much 
action? 

Coun Robert Berlin, 
Independent, 

Barry Town Council. 


LDP being ‘revised’ 


refer- 
to 

i 

Drysdale’s recent let¬ 
ter on speaking plain 
English, anyone with 
a modicum of com¬ 
puter knowledge 
knows that the LDP 
document would 
have been created on 
a word processor 
and then printed. 

Although the printed 
version of the document 
may have been pulped, 
the original word 
processed document was 



retained as source for its 
replacement. 

Therefore, the LDP 
has most definitely not 
been scrapped, it is 
merely being revised. 

Well done Coun 
Bertin for correctly 
pointing out that our 
Labour council are vic¬ 
tims of their own propa¬ 
ganda; and thank you, 
Alun Cairns, for recently 
highlighting yet more 
unconvincing spin from 
the Vale’s new Labour 
council. 

Gordon Wilkie, 
Llantwit Major. 


As he approached the table, he noticed two little 
coloured plastic bags sitting beside the cups. These 
people had actually left two bags of dog poo on the 
table! 

The cafe provides a minimum of two bins on the 
decking for customers to use, but there are also dog 
poo bins in the car park within 20 metres of where 
these people were sitting. 

I have seen evidence of this disgusting behaviour 
at the top of the golden steps, where people hang 
bags of dog poo from the branches of trees, but to 
leave this filthy material on a table used for eating 
is beyond belief! 

What must their house be like if they think this 
is acceptable behaviour? 

I really must stress that something like this has 
never happened before, and that the regular dog 
walking customers were appalled by the incident. 

I think litter enforcers should be paying more 
attention to these areas, as it is a disgusting practice 
that needs to be stamped out. 

Name and address supplied 


‘Question leadership’ 


D uring the 

many years 
since I first 
became interested in 
politics, on a number 
of occasions, I have 
managed to ruffle the 
feathers of former 
Vale MPs - namely 
Messrs Gower, 
Sweeney and Smith - 
so it was only a mat¬ 
ter of time before the 
most inexperienced 
Member we’ve had in 
the Vale was caught in 
the crosshairs. 

Some weeks ago, Mr 
Cairns had the audacity 
to question the leader¬ 
ship of our far from per¬ 
fect Welsh Assembly. 

This tirade came with¬ 
in days of Chief Whip 
Mitchell (the person 
responsible for discipline 
in the Tory party) being 
run out of Dodge City 
by a posse of ‘plebs’. 

Then Chancer 
Osborne, not for the first 


time, could not tell the 
difference between stan¬ 
dard or first. 

The Prime Minister 
informed the country 
that he would ensure we 
paid less for gas and 
electricity with a tariff 
which not one of his 
energy team knew any¬ 
thing about. 

All this follows the 
fiasco of the rail fran¬ 
chise issue and the 
removal of the transport 
minister. 

So, Mr Cairns, at a 
time when probably 
most, if not all of your 
senior colleagues were 
keeping heads below the 
parapet and the messy 
stuff hitting the fan, per¬ 
haps you should have 
found the time to submit 
a few paragraphs in 
Hansard admonishing 
your own leadership at 
Westminster. 

Colin M James, 

Barry. 


The train now standing 
in the rain is... 


W E have all heard of various 
excuses for late and cancelled 
trains, leaves on the line etc, but 
on Friday while travelling back to Wales 
from London, we were told the delays 
were due to signalling problems because 
of-RAIN! 

Hasn’t anyone told manufacturers about the 
Welsh climate? Perhaps they thought they were 
dealing with the deserts of New South Wales and 
sent the wrong equipment. Someone should have 
checked the delivery note! 

Bill Henderson, St Athan. 

Promises hard to deliver? 


S OME Labour 
councillors are 
still trying to 
convince us that 
their election prom¬ 
ise ‘Labour will 
Scrap the LDP’ has 
been fulfilled by 
stepping back to 
stage 3, their pre¬ 
ferred strategy. 

Coun Drysdale’s let¬ 
ter, ‘Speaking plain 
English on LDP’ (The 
GEM, December 6), 
says that words or phras¬ 
es like ‘not progressed’ 
and ‘replacement’ have 
the same meaning; and a 
similar line was taken by 
Coun Burnett in her 
response to some coun¬ 
cillors’ questions at the 
last council meeting. 

Perhaps my Collins 
concise dictionary of the 
English language may 


confirm their interpreta¬ 
tion. Scrap - ‘to discard 
as useless’: 

No, that doesn’t seem 
to fit. 

What about the web¬ 
site thesaurus.com which 
defines scrap - ‘aban¬ 
don; throw away “I 

No joy there either! 

The website also 
offers some synonyms: 
‘break up, chuck, con¬ 
sign to scrap heap, 
demolish, discard, dis¬ 
miss, dispense with, 
ditch, do away with, 
drop, get rid of, jettison, 
junk, put out to pasture, 
reject, retire, shed, throw 
out, toss out, write off’. 

Hmmm, perhaps they 
use a different website. 

Promises are a bit like 
babies: easy to make, 
hard to deliver. 

Dennis Harkus, 
EocusBARRY support¬ 
er. 
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WHITMORE BAY LOOKING TO BUILD ON 
A SUCCESSFUL 2012 FOR LIFESAVERS 


WHITMORE BAY, estab¬ 
lished in 2003, is a small, fam¬ 
ily-friendly, locally-run surf 
life saving club based at Barry 
Island beach - recognised by 
winning the award of ‘Surf 
Life Saving Association of 
Wales Nipper Club of the 
Year 2012’. 

The club has entered many nipper 
surf life saving competitions this year, 
competing at Porthcawl, St David’s, 
Barry Island and Ogmore carnivals. 

The competitions have been very 
challenging, with some in horrendous 
weather conditions. 


The club’s aim is to educate the 
children to be competent and safe on 
the beach and in the water. They 
ensure that all members have fun in 
every aspect of surf life saving, to 
respect the coaches and one another. 

The club has had outstanding 
results, with many medals being won 
during 2012, and this has been recog¬ 
nised by the Welsh Surf Life Saving 
Association. 

Whitmore Bay has a very exciting 
2013 to look forward to with a new 
clubhouse refurbishment, boards and 
uniform. Many thanks to all our spon¬ 
sors, coaches and committee mem¬ 
bers. 

AF 



Boys’ silver medal winners, relay. 


r 


'N 



Dylan Anderson, gold, under-lls beach flags, 
and Louis Foscolo, gold, under-10s beach 
flags. 



Cup and presentation certificate. 



Zac Fifleid, boys’ under-9s and Isabel Doughty, 
girls’ under-Ss - an amazing result. 



Sophia Foscolo; her 
first year competing 
and she got silver in 
beach flags! 

Junior 

players 

wanted 

BARRY Town 
Junior Football 
Club are looking to 
recruit players for 
their under-13 
(year-8) team. 

Anyone Ointerest- 
ed can contact 
Anton on 07804 
329758 after 6pm. 


Send us your 
sports reports 
and news - 
email us at: 

gemeditorial 

@tmdlenews. 

co.uk. 



Porthcawl carnival, a very successful day for Whitmore Bay SLSC and the only sunshine of the year! 



Team Whitmore Bay at a training session at Cardiff Pool with certificate and Cup. 


Barry Bees show flair in win 


BARRY Bees 
under-10s travelled 
to Whitchurch, and 
despite the quag¬ 
mire of a pitch, 
played some out¬ 
standing rugby. 

The Bees were in a 
dominant mood, and 
were quickly into their 
stride despite some 
dogged defence from 
the home side. 

Cian Anderson 
scored the first try after 
a fine run from the half¬ 
way line; and this was 
quickly followed by a 
stunning try from Cole 
Saunders after a slick 
move through the backs 
cut through the 
Whitchurch defence. 

There was no respite, 
and after the forwards 
had made good ground, 
the ball was spun wide 
and James Chapman 
finished another excel¬ 
lent flowing move. 

James was on fire, 
and followed this with a 
great interception to 
score a fine solo try, to 
make the half-time 
score 20-0 to the Bees. 

There was no let up 
in the second half and 
centre Spencer Williams 
scored after another 


crisp move involving 
numerous offloads. 

The backs were in 
full flow, and after an 
intricate move, flying 
winger Cole was put 
into space and out- 
sprinted the defence. 

Whitchurch contin¬ 
ued to battle but the 
Bees were indomitable, 
and despite a spate of 
penalties against them. 


they continued to attack 
at every opportunity. 

The forwards won 
quick ball again, and 
dashing scrum half 
Stephen Williams fin¬ 
ished from close range. 

Barry were in total 
control, and Cian scored 
another solo effort after 
a defence-splitting 
dummy. 

Rhys Lloyd complet¬ 


ed the scoring with a 
well-deserved last try 
after an inspired all¬ 
round game, to make 
the final score 50-0. 

This was a great per¬ 
formance from Barry 
and demonstrated 
unequivocally that the 
hard work on the train¬ 
ing paddock is reaping 
dividends. 

Squad: Isaac 


McBride, Jacob 
Pereira, Rhys Lloyd, 
Dylan Morris, Joseph 
Nationstead, Joe 
Tanner, Stephen 
Williams, Cian 
Anderson, Spencer 
Williams, James 
Chapman, Taylor Ross- 
Zeal, Cole Saunders. 

JM 


BOOK REVIEW: The Dai Morris story 


THE Dai Morris Shadow 
story (published by y Lolfa 
at £9.99) tells the story of 
the legendary Dai Morris, 
a member of the most suc¬ 
cessful Welsh rugby team 
of the 1970s; a man who 
worked shifts in a coal 
mine in the morning and 
played for his country in 
the afternoon. 

Known as ‘Shadow’ to his con¬ 
temporaries, he played for 
Glyneath, Neath and Wales before 
dedicating himself to the resur¬ 
gence of his home village rugby 
club, Rhigos RFC, of which he is 
so proud. 

Of the tributes paid to him, 
Gareth Edwards said: “I gave him 
the name ‘Shadow’, no matter 
what Clive Rowlands says. 


“What you had with Dai, in 
every game, was a full shift. He 
would be everywhere. I can’t 
remember him ever having a bad 
game, or doing anything wrong, 
and you cannot say that about 
many people.” 

Gerald Davies said: “He was a 
‘shadow’ on the field, and was 
invisble elsewhere. In changing 
rooms, hotels or in company, Dai 
was hardly ever heard. But if he 
had something to say, it was 
invariably worth listening to.” 

Barry John recalled: “I remem¬ 
ber challenging him to a race at a 
Llanrumney training session. 
‘Come on Dai, on the count of 
three’. Naturally, I went on two, 
just to get ahead of him. 

“He passed me like a thorough¬ 
bred, and clipped me on the ear. 
Beaten by a back row man! The 
thing is, when we got back to the 


changing room, he hadn’t told a 
soul.” 

Dai’s other passion apart from 
rugby is horse racing, and he 
enjoyed a lot of success with his 
mare Helen’s Vision, which was 
named after his daughter and was 
trained at one time by Aberthin’s 
Tim Vaughan. 

Delme Thomas remembered: 
“Once the game was over that 
was it. He didn’t want to talk 
about it, or analyse everything as 
modern pundits do. He’d rather 
talk about anything but rugby - 
and you’d have his undivided 
attention if you talked about hors¬ 
es. I enjoyed his company.” 

This book, which has been 
written with the help of Martyn 
Williams, is a cracking read and a 
must for all rugby enthusiasts. 

Brian Lee 
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Barry could have had two 
footballing Johns, had one 
fateful lunch not ensued! 


Barrians return to action - 
BUT FALL TO PENARTH 


BARRY’S John 
Collins has become 
synonymous with 
golf in the town 
after helping youths 
through the ranks 
at Brynhill Golf 
Club, but had it not 
been for one 
lunchtime meal 
gone wrong, we 
could be talking 
about his success in 
another sport. 

John (82), who has 
lived in the town all his 
life, was part of the 
Barry Young People’s 
Association side that 
brought home the FA 
Welsh Youth Challenge 
Cup in 1949, keeping 
goal in the side’s 3-2 win 
over Queen’s Ferry 
Wanderers in Llanidloes. 

He was earmarked for 
a career with Ipswich 
Town in the professional 
game, but it was his 
team-mate John 
Elsworthy, who scored 
twice in that final, who 
would become the dar¬ 
ling of East Anglia. 

“He was a marvellous 
player, big, quite fast and 
good with his head,” 

John remembers in his 
living room, surrounded 
by cuttings of his life. 

“If it wasn’t for him, 
Ipswich wouldn’t have 
done what they did. 
Manager Alf Ramsey did 
so well he became 
England manager,” 
becoming Sir Alf after 
leading England to 
World Cup glory on 
home soil in 1966. 


Barry YPA manager 
Bill Jones acted as a 
scout for Ipswich in 
south Wales, and signed 
John Elsworthy to his 
side after seeing him 
play in the Newport area. 

The YPA team were 
largely from Barry 
Island, and their support¬ 
ers were fiercely proud 
of this. Mr Collins 
recalled one incident 
where an Islander was 
dropped in favour of a 
player from the main¬ 
land, and his family bar¬ 
ricaded the main road on 
to the island to stop him 
from playing! Eventually 
the police were called 
and had to come and 
remove the protesters. 

John was a ‘mainlan- 
der’ himself, having 
attended the same High 
Street school as future 
Arsenal, Cardiff City and 
Wales star Derek 
Tapscott. He and Mr 
Elsworthy received bet¬ 
ter welcomes. 

“We were a very good 
team,” Mr Collins 
recalls. “We had some 
damn good players. 

“A bus took us all the 
way up to north Wales 
(for the final). I mis¬ 
judged a cross which led 
to one of their goals. All 
the players bought me 
crosses afterwards to 
remind me of it. 

“It was great up there. 
How we got up and over 
all the hills on those old 
buses I don’t know.” 

But then came nation¬ 
al service. Ipswich had 
agreed to pay the two 
Johns £10 a week while 
they served their time in 


Ramblers rub 
shoulders with 
Santa Claus! 


FIFTEEN Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers 
made their way to the 
Dare Valley Country 
Park, Aberdare for a 
nine-mile walk from 
the information cen¬ 
tre, through the park, 
with its evidence of a 
coal mining past. 

We came out of the 
park, passing some old 
miners’ houses as we 
gradually made our way 
to the upland plateau via 
Tarren y Bwllfa, enjoy¬ 
ing the views on the way, 
and the waterfalls that 
had been created, due to 
there being so much rain 
recently. 

Leaving the Cynon 
Valley at this point, we 
made our way to the 
Rhondda Valley, and fol¬ 
lowed the Afon Rhondda 
Each up to the Lluest 
Wen reservoir. 

On our way, we passed 
Pont Lluest-Wen, a 19th 
century single-arched 
single track bridge over 
the river. 

Making our way up to 
the reservoir, wondering 
how the levels could be 
so low considering the 
amount of rain that 
we’ve had this year, we 
skirted the perimeter and 
made our way into the 
forest, walking along the 


designated track which is 
also a sustrans track for 
cyclists. We made our 
way round the reservoir, 
stopping for lunch on the 
way. 

As we descended, we 
were joined by a fellow 
rambler and Guy, his 
black labrador, who was 
certainly enjoying the 
walk. 

We picked up our 
tracks, following the 
river for a while before 
the Coed Morgannwg 
Way long distance path, 
and then made our way 
back to the Cynon Valley. 

We were fortunate that 
the weather had cleared 
enough for us to see into 
the valley and beyond. 
The colours were spec- 
tactular. 

After arriving back at 
the park, we had a wel¬ 
come warm drink in the 
information centre, 
which was extremely 
busy, as Santa was visit¬ 
ing also that day! 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers, 
visit the website vale- 
ofglamorganramblers. co 
.uk, or follow us on face- 
book or twitter. 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 



Barry’s John Collins with a photo and 
match report from that Barry YPA Welsh 
FA Youth Cup victory in 1949. 


the army, with both set to 
move east when it was 
complete. 

After taking their mili¬ 
tary medicals one morn¬ 
ing, a group of friends 
went for dinner together 
to say farewell. John 
believes that somebody 
must have spiked his 
drink, as he “wasn’t 
much of a drinker”, and 
he ended up worse for 
wear, being dragged 
along with friends to 
sign up for the merchant 
navy instead! He says 
that was: “the end of my 
football career”. 

With John Collins at 
sea for 10 years, his 
friend back home stuck 
to the plan and joined 
Ipswich, making his 
debut in the 1952-53 
campaign. He was part 
of the team that climbed 
through the divisions and 
held the record for being 
the only man to hold a 
Championship medal 


from all three divisions 
after they miraculously 
won the First Division 
title in 1962. He is also 
eighth on the list of all- 
time appearances for the 
club with 435. 

John believes had that 
fateful lunch gone differ¬ 
ently, he could have had 
his name in the record 
books also. “I could have 
made that Ipswich side 
too,” he said. 

“You could see when 
we were playing that I 
was a little bit above the 
others. I had the confi¬ 
dence I could do it, and 
that’s not being big head¬ 
ed.” 

John never saw his 
friend play professional¬ 
ly, but has fond memo¬ 
ries of the Ipswich Town 
Hall of Earner, who 
passed away in 2009 
after battling Alzheimers. 

LEIGH GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


THE Barrians 
returned to action 
after two months of 
disruption in a local 
derby against Old 
Penarthians. 

With numerous play¬ 
ers dropping out on the 
day and player-manager 
Ken Chow resting all the 
second team players, it 
seemed a daunting task 
for the Barrians to visit a 
side who had all their 
senior players available. 

Chow handed Brad 
Gee a recall at hooker 
after two years out, while 
Tom Haigh returned as 
captain. Josh Westall 
was moved to No. 8 and 
Andy Betts was convert¬ 
ed into a centre, with 
winger Mike Jones a 
make-shift flanker. 

With conditions hard¬ 
ly perfect, the game 
began at a ferocious 
pace. The Barrians pack, 
led superbly by Haigh 
and Gee, was more than 
a match for their oppo¬ 
nents, holding their own 
in set piece and open 
play alike. 

Despite the parity in 
the tight, it was the home 
side who opened the 
scoring, profiting from a 
chip-and-chase to score 
in the comer. 

The Barrians did not 
let that early slip deter 
them, however, and 
came back strongly 
again. Their determina¬ 
tion was rewarded with a 
penalty opportunity, 
which was unfortunately 
missed by fly-half Luke 
Hewitson. 

The forwards contin¬ 
ued to drive forward 
relentlessly, with Ring, 
Haigh, Westall and ulti¬ 
mately Gee in the thick 
of the action. 

Old Penarthians were 
unable to cut through in 
the tight, but managed to 
profit via their more 
experienced backline, 
and scored two more 
tries before half-time. 

Chow made ruthless 
changes at half time, 
bringing on first Neil 
Fulton, then Jason 
Thomas, to strengthen 


the forward division 
even further. The switch 
paid off, as following 
some superb work by the 
tight forwards, mar¬ 
shalled by scrum-half 
Rhys Manford - who 
was outstanding once 
again - captain Haigh 
powered over for a 
deserved try. Hewitson 
failed to add the extras. 

The Barrians threat¬ 
ened a comeback. 
Despite the home side 
putting more fresh legs 
on to try to up the tempo, 
the green-and-whites 
sensed a shift in momen¬ 
tum and surged forward, 
looking for another 
score. 

When Manford was 
left with a two-on-one on 


the left flank, he put in 
Tony Jenkins for what 
seemed like a certain 
score, only for the substi¬ 
tute winger to somehow 
butcher the chance, by 
running across the try- 
line but mysteriously not 
grounding the ball, 
before being tackled and 
held up. 

That proved to be a 
turning point as the 
home side took advan¬ 
tage of tired Barrians 
legs to score further tries 
late on, and despite play¬ 
er-manager Chow com¬ 
ing on in the closing 
stages there was going to 
be no miraculous come¬ 
back, the final score 46- 
5. 

While the result was 


disappointing, it was 
great to see some fringe 
players getting game 
time, and the effort by all 
the players, from one to 
15 and also the replace¬ 
ment, was absolutely 
phenomenal. 

Team: Bailey; Evans, 
Mathews, Betts, N 
Jenkins; Manford, 

Hewitson; Ring, Gee, 
Leighton Jones; Haigh 
(captain), Hall; M Jones, 
Lloyd Jones, Westall 
Replacements: 
Thomas, Houldey, 

Fulton, T Jenkins, Chow 
Man-of-the-match: 
Gee. 

KC 


Bees maintain form 


Barry Bees under-lOs enter¬ 
tained a strong Rhiwbina side 
and were determined to finish 
the first half of the season on a 
high. 

Playing up the slope on a sticky 
pitch, the Bees dominated possession 
and, despite the elements, played qual¬ 
ity rugby. 

The forwards, led by captain Isaac 
McBride, were full of aggression and 
intent against a much bigger Rhiwbina 
pack. 

Outside half Cian Anderson scored 
the first try, despite some good defence 
from the visitors. This was soon fol¬ 
lowed by another from winger Cole 
Saunders after an excellent move 
through the backs. 

Rhiwbina were determined to make 
a game of it and continued to use their 
big runners; but the Bees defence, typ¬ 
ified by the tackling of Spence 
Williams, was unyielding. 

In the second half with the slope in 
their favour, there was no stopping 
Barry. Dylan Morris went over for his 
first try in what was only his third 
game, and the Rhiwbina defence began 
to wilt under ferocious pressure from 
the Bees. 

Cole was on fire and scored three 
quick tries as the Barry backs cut 
loose. Rhiwbina rallied bravely and 
scored a deserved try before the ram¬ 
paging Jacob Pereira finished the scor¬ 
ing to make the final score 35-5. 

In the second game, the Bees blood¬ 
ied new players Joe Tanner and Simon 


McKenzie, and the intensity of their 
game was umelenting. Rhiwbina start¬ 
ed strongly and took the lead, but the 
Bees were not daunted and Robson 
Mallam levelled the score with a pow¬ 
erful run after taking a fantastic high 
ball. 

Hard running Cian scored another to 
put the Bees back in the lead at half 
time. In the second half, Barry upped 
the tempo again. 

An amazing run from second rower 
Ethan Watkins, which took him the 
length of the pitch, was finished by 
Cole. 

Stephen Williams and Joe 
Nationstead were moving the ball with 
purpose setting up attack after attack 
and wingers Taylor Ross-Zeal and 
James Chapman were making dashing 
runs from all parts of the pitch. 

Cian scored two more pulsating 
tries, interspersed with a good score 
from Rhiwbina, before the unstoppable 
Cole finished the scoring to make the 
final score 30-10. 

This was another great performance 
from the Bees and they can now take a 
deserved Christmas break. The coach¬ 
ing team wish all the players and their 
hugely supportive parents a fantastic 
festive season. 

Squad: Isaac McBride, Jacob 
Pereira, Dylan Morris, Ethan Watkins, 
Joseph Nationstead, Joe Tanner, 
Stephen Williams, Cian Anderson, 
Spencer Williams, James Chapman, 
Taylor Ross-Zeal, Cole Saunders, 
Robson Mallam, Simon McKenzie. 

JM 
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Mazda makes for an enjoyable drive 


W HO Stole 
My 

House? is 
a great children’s 
book that my little 
daughter and I 
enjoy reading 
together. It tells the 
story of a snail who 
takes off her shell 
to have a bath and 
then forgets where 
she left it. A com¬ 
mon problem, you 
can imagine. 

Nature knows that 
the weight of a snail’s 
shell cannot be too 
heavy, otherwise it 
would have disastrous 
consequences. 

The same is true in 
car production and the 
engineers at Mazda 
have given it consider¬ 
able thought with the 
Mazda 2, which weighs 
a tad over 1,000kg, 
almost 100kg lighter 
than VauxhalTs Corsa. 

That sack of spuds 
difference leads the 
manufacturer to claim 
that its 1.3-litre petrol 


MOTORING WITH 
TIM SAUNDERS 



The Mazda 2 1.31 Tamara (2012) 
five-door hatchback. 


five-door hatchback will 
return 56mpg, as its 
lighter shell makes for a 
more efficient vehicle. 
This all sounds good on 
paper and should mean 
that the 42 litre tank 
will see the car travel 
500 miles. 

A lighter body does 
mean that it feels a bit 
leaf-like in high winds 
or when a lorry over¬ 
takes. But overall it pro¬ 
vides an enjoyable drive 
and its five-speed gear¬ 
box is smooth and deci¬ 
sive - among the best 
on the market. 

Distinctive and 
attractive styling boosts 
the Mazda 2 package, as 
you can in the video at 
testdrives.biz. 

It’s a good quality 
and well put together 
vehicle, but to me the 
rear wiper looks out of 
place, and the rear 
washer could be better 
positioned, as water 
seems to miss the wiper 
when cleaning the 
screen. 

Inside, the interior is 
comfortable if a little 
drab and black but there 


is reasonable leg room 
for both front and rear 
passengers. 

Rear passengers get 
privacy glass and for 
the driver there’s a use¬ 
ful left foot rest. The 
seats are comfy and the 
dashboard is well 
designed and easy to 
navigate. 

The stereo speakers 
seem to be of high qual¬ 
ity, picking up instru¬ 
ments that I was 
unaware of in my 


favourite tunes. 

I like the design of 
the glove box, too. 

The electrically fold¬ 
ing wing mirrors prove 
particularly useful dur¬ 
ing a long traffic jam 
where I can only fit into 
my chosen lane by fold¬ 
ing the mirrors to get 
past a van. It works a 
treat. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “The 
Mazda 2 introduced the 
world to the Japanese 


firm’s belief that light 
weight was every bit as 
important in the fight 
against emissions and 
fuel consumption. The 
philosophy of Mazda 
with the 2 is to make 
every component as 
light as possible.” 

Despite my best 
efforts, I have only 
experienced 49mpg 
when travelling at a 
constant 50mph. Travel 
at 70mph and this drops 
nearer to 40mpg. 

Although Mazda has 
shied away from incor¬ 
porating engine start 
stop technology, per¬ 
haps this would help 
improve efficiency, as 
might fitting a six-speed 
gearbox and cruise con¬ 
trol. 

Mazda 2 1.3-litre 
Tamura (2012) five- 
door hatchback: 

New price range: 
£10,495-£14,795. 

Economy: 46mpg. 

0-60mph: 13.2secs. 

Top speed: 106mph. 

Power: 82bhp. 

Fuel tank: 42 litres. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives.biz. 


PARALYMPIAN STARS HAVE 
‘SCOPE’ FOR INSPIRATION 



ABOVE: SCOPE clients have been learning about the benefits of healthy eating. 


PARALYMPIANS 
Rhys Jones and 
Kyron Duke have 
been inspiring 
groups of disabled 
adults to keep their 
hearts healthy, as 
part of a project 
funded by a Heart 
Research UK and 
SUBWAY ‘Healthy 
Heart Grant’ of 
£9,500. 


The programme, 
‘Calon Hapus’ or 
‘Happy Hearts’, has 
been run by Scope 
Cymru, a charity that 
supports disabled peo¬ 
ple and their families. 

This fun, educational 
programme has taken 
place in south Wales at 
three of Scope’s adult 
skills development cen¬ 
tres in Sully, Bridgend 
and Cwmbran. 


Inspired by their vis¬ 
its from Rhys and 
Kyron over the past few 
months, both the Sully 
and Cwmbran Centre - 
in Penarth and 
Pontnewydd - have 
hosted their own 


Olympic games, where 
over 110 disabled adults 
came along - more than 
double the original 
number planned. 

The Sully Centre’s 
tuck shop has also been 
completely revamped to 


offer healthier alterna¬ 
tives, smaller portions 
and healthy heart cook¬ 
ing lessons supported 
by a dietician, giving 
the participants basic 
skills for improving 
their diets. 


AWAY DEFEAT FOR 
VALE CHESS TEAM 





LANDOW 


vii 11 r ^rtf rtp 


• Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

• Van MOT Preparation 

• Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 


AFTER their glori¬ 
ous victory over 
Cardiff in the first 
weekend of this 
year’s Welsh 

Premier League, the 
Vale chess team 
travelled to 

Abergavenny with 
thoughts that a 
repeat of that type 
of performance 
could build the plat¬ 
form for an unlikely 
challenge for a 
European qualify¬ 
ing place this sea¬ 
son. 

On his debut, young 
Rhys Steele faced an 
adversary graded 300 
points higher than him 
but survived his oppo¬ 


nent’s pressure to reach a 
comfortable drawn posi¬ 
tion. 

On board three, Nigel 
Ralphs had the better of 
his drawn game and per¬ 
haps could have pressed 
for a win against his 
higher-rated opponent. 

These were the only 
two positives on a day 
when the Vale were put 
firmly in their place by a 
very strong Abergavenny 
side who boasted three 
players who have held 
the title of joint Welsh 
Champion. 

Vale top board Steve 
Cunliffe dropped a pawn 
soon after the opening 
and that was enough for a 
lost game against an 
opponent of this quality. 

Craig Woolcock 
worked hard against his 
much higher-rated oppo¬ 


nent but to no reward, 
while Joe Turner on 
board two tried his usual 
‘mix it up’ tactical 
approach - but it back¬ 
fired this time and he was 
in trouble from quite 
early on. 

The pairing on board 
four was the ‘captain’s 
table’ and the only one 
where the player’s grad¬ 
ings were close, but Lee 
Davis didn’t play the best 
line in the opening and 
missed several drawing 
chances before losing in 
the last game to finish on 
the day. 

So the Vale must lick 
their wounds, re-group, 
and focus on the next 
round against Cwmbran 
after Christmas - surely 
they won’t face oppo¬ 
nents of this quality 
every match. LD 


Harvey storms to 
victory to take the 
Celtic Challenge 


TOM HARVEY 
drove a controlled 
race from start to 
finish to secure the 
2012 Celtic 

Challenge 
Championship dur¬ 
ing last Sunday’s 
rain-threatened 
race at Llandow. 

Starting from pole 
position, the 14-year-old 
from Bonvilston made a 
lightning start to pull 
away early from the rest 
of the field and maintain 
the gap to take the che¬ 
quered flag. 

During Friday and 
Saturday practice, the 
rising Welsh star took 
little time to demonstrate 
his level of talent, leav¬ 
ing many of his competi¬ 
tors in awe as they strug¬ 
gled to match his scintil¬ 
lating pace, no matter 
what the track condi¬ 
tions were like. 

A cold and wet track 
set the scene for 
Sunday’s timed qualify¬ 
ing session and Tom’s 
team knew the correct 
kart set up would give 
him the chance to show 
his authority at his home 
track and he duly 
rewarded the team with 
pole position, with a 
time of 49.04 seconds, a 
huge 0.76 seconds 
quicker than his nearest 
competitor, Rob Ellis, 
who always puts in a 
strong performance in 
the wet. 

The track remained 
wet for the first heat and 
Tom made a strong start 


pulling out several kart 
lengths before they 
entered the first corner. 
From here he was to 
extend his lead over Rob 
Ellis, who had no answer 
to the pace that Tom was 
setting. 

As the track started to 
dry, Harvey had a com¬ 
fortable lead and was 
seeking out the wet 
patches on the track to 
look after his wet weath¬ 
er tyres. 

As the pre-final 
approached, Tom knew 
tyre choice would be 
critical and he made a 
very wise decision to run 
his new race slicks, 
which he felt would be 
advantageous for the 
drying track. As Harvey 
made his way to the grid 
other competitors could 
see his tyre choice and 
the whole field chose to 
run on dry weather slic- 
ka as well. 

The team knew with 
some parts of the track 
still greasy and wet it 
would require good driv¬ 
ing to lead from the 
front, Tom made the per¬ 
fect start and showed the 
rest of the field his level 
of ability by winning the 
race by a huge 7.01 sec¬ 
onds. 

With black clouds 
hanging over the track 
and a rainbow on the 
horizon, the chances of 
rain were high and a late 
call would have to be 
made on which tyres to 
run. Prior to the final 
race, Tom’s mechanics 
were seen making some 
last minute adjustments 


to the kart to ensure he 
had the optimal set up. 

Meanwhile a relaxed 
Harvey was waiting 
patiently to get the race 
started and he made the 
final and important call 
- to race on dry weather 
tyres. 

Harvey stormed off 
the start line as the lights 
went green to pull away 
from Rob Ellis and 
Harry Williams. On the 
opening few laps, he had 
already carved out more 
than a two-second lead, 
with the closest battle 
behind for second place. 

With that comfortable 
lead, he looked at ease as 
he maintained the gap 
and controlled the race 
all the way to the flag. 

“It feels really good 
and I am happy that I 
won” said Harvey. 

“Slick tyres were the 
right choice and I knew 
with a good start I could 
build and maintain a 
lead. 

“All weekend I was 
the fastest, whether in 
practice, qualifying or in 
the race. It’s a great feel¬ 
ing to perform like this, 
especially at my home 
track in front of my local 
fans and sponsors.” 

Tom went on to thank 
his main sponsor, 
Armytage, the Cardiff 
based kitchen, bathroom 
and bedroom furniture 
retailer, for their support 
over the weekend. 

JR 


Imps under-lls have 
new training tops 



PICTURED above 
are Cadoxton Imps 
under-lls AFC in 
their new sponsored 
training tops. 

Coaches Gary Oxley 
and Richard Harris 
would like to thank 
Tanners Electrics for 
their generous sponsor¬ 
ship and support this sea¬ 
son. 


Send us your 
sports reports 
and news - 
email us at: 

gemeditorial 

@tmdlenews. 

co.uk 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Ford RoFhi 

• Ford Foeuft 

• Ford Focus 

Eniifet 

• ford S-Mvs 

• eMU 

Tmntpddar 

• UcfooMRenmIt 
9 —it mioto u o— 



FUi ddMt uvaidbk* on our we n itn 

WWW wlckvdiihire.co.ulc 
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07 07 MINI Cooperl.6 3Dr. 
Black, 1/2 Cream Leather, Air 
Con, CD Player, Alloys, FSH, 72k. 


£6,790 


05 55 MAZDA RX8 4Dr(231). 

Full Black Leather, Heated Seats, 
MFSW, Climate Control, 6 Speed, 58k. 


£3,790 


03 03 LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 
Kalahari Hardback 3Dr. Blue, Diesel, Full 
Cream Leather, Air Con, Alloys, 89k. 

fSTSTJ 


08 58 BMW 520d M Sport 4 Dr Saloon. Grey, Diesel, Full 
Black Leather, Sat Nav, 1 Owner, Cruise & Climate 
Control, FSH, Parking Sensors F&R & Much More, 65k. 


£13,990 


08 58 SEAT Alhambra 2.0 TDI PD Stylance 7 Seat 
5Dr. Black, Heated Seats, Parking Sensors, 

6 Speed, Climate Control, Alloys, 77k. 


£8,990 







09 09 VW Passat 2.0 STDI CR DPF 4Dr 
Saloon. Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, Air Con, 
6 Speed, FVWSH, Alloys, 81k. 


05 05 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.6 16v 
Enjoy 5Dr. Silver, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 77k. 


£2,990 


57 08 BMW 320i SE 2Dr. Red, Sat 
Nav, Climate Control, Parking 
Sensors, FSH, Auto, 71k. 


□ 


10 10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.41 16v 
(100) Exclusive 5Dr. Black, Auto, Air 
Con, MFSW, CD Player, 40k. 


08 58 VOLVO S40 2.0D SE 4Dr 
Powershift. Blue, Diesel, Auto, FSH, 
Climate Control, MFSW, 82k. 


£10,290 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


£7,790 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 





^ A Better service at a Better price f 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£18 


Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brakes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 


Tyres 
from 
I £ 17.951 


CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 

+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glar 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735561 

norgan CF63 2NW 

WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 

All major 
credit , 

cards 1 

accepted 
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Gary would like to wish all our 
^ customers a Merry Christmas and thank 
you for your continued loyal support 




Up 

Elegance Auto 

In Mef Grey wifh full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£6,995 


58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 

5-dr, met black, 43,000 mile diesel 
with multisopke alloys 

£8,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


lOVWFox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 



11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 

.£29,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 
39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new . . .£17,995 
11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 
black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 
10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. In met blue, 38,000 
miles, host of extras .£7,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.21 Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRI 5-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

example with bodykit .£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 

grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design (150). In met 
black, 1 owner, 7 seats.£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles £5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 miles, 

1 owner. Air Con, alloys etc.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 

41,000 miles, low insurance .£5,695 

KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 
low insurance .£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 
owner, only.£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout.£5,495 

55 VW Passat HighlineTDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 
58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.5 Diesel Style 3-dr. In met purple, 
51,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 


08 


08 


11 


07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Coupe. In black, 
53,000 miles.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at.£4,795 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 

leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

56 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme (New Shape) In silver, 

30,000 miles.£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In ice blue metallic, 

60,000 miles, low insurance .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion I.OS-h 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

04 HONDA Civic 1.6 Sport 3-dr. In silver, a/c, cd, alloys, 

local car .£3,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.5TDCi ‘Rush’ 3-dr. In electric 
blue, 67,000 miles, low road tax diesel at . . . .£2,995 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi Twinport. 5-Dr, in silver, 

34,000 miles.£2,995 

53 VW Golf 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 
low insurance .£2,995 

53 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. In met silver, 89,000 miles, 

alloys etc.£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MPG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertible in silver with black leather, 
18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

51 BMW 316Ti SE Compact. In met jade, 78,000 miles, 

nice example at .£2,695 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 
miles.£2,495 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 
miles, air con etc.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 
1.2i Music 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,795 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 


01446 722600 ^< 


FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLI • AH CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDFT CARDS TAKEN 

. Aiil ■■ Tl El ■■ I BEE^BIBTI^%lk.l %A#EDEITE 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 


^ black lOrs^ 
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Good bonus 


Future star’s early roots in Barry 


point win 
for Barry 


BARRY RFC trav¬ 
elled to the 
Rhondda last week¬ 
end for a re¬ 
arranged fixture 
against Penygraig. 

The referee had 
inspected the pitch earli¬ 
er and had declared it 
playable. However, 
almost at the first whis¬ 
tle, monsoon-like weath¬ 
er began, which lasted 
the whole afternoon. 

It was, therefore, a 
great credit to both sides 
that they played open 
rugby at nearly every 
opportunity. 

The opening 

exchanges revealed that 
the Barry pack had all 
the firepower to domi¬ 
nate proceedings and set 
up good possession for 
their backs. 

The forwards pressed 
the home defence with 
the young and not-so- 
young combination of 
Scott and Tanner operat¬ 
ing well in tandem. 

Defying the atrocious 
conditions, Barry han¬ 
dled the ball deftly to 
send Thome over wide 
out. Ryan’s conversion 
was well stmck and gave 
the visitors an early lead, 
one that they would not 
relinquish. 


A well-stmck penalty 
kick extended this lead 
after 20 minutes’ play. 
Then, a fine bout of han¬ 
dling in the backs gave 
Ryan the chance to score 
in the corner for a sec¬ 
ond try. 

The issue of a yellow 
card on the half-hour 
mark did not aid 
Penygraig. Soon after¬ 
wards, Tanner, Jones and 
Hadfield combined skil¬ 
fully to put Evans over 
the line following a driv¬ 
ing maul. 

The lineout was 
working well with good 
work from Degaura, 
which yielded a further 
penalty chance as half¬ 
time approached. Ryan 
did the honours. 

The second period 
opened with the home 
side showing more 
enthusiasm for the fray. 
The visitors were forced 
to defend for reasonably 
long periods. 

But they were equal 
to the task, and sensibly 
did their tackling well 
upheld and away from 
their own try line. 

Barry obtained a vital 
toehold in Penygraig ter¬ 
ritory, with Bucldand 
and Dix setting up Poole 
to run in the crucial 
bonus point try. 


With Lundy and 
Parker coming off the 
bench, the visitors con¬ 
tinued to exercise a 
stranglehold on the 
game. The forwards 
almost improved the 
score after 30 minutes 
when they released 
Gooderham. 

He failed by inches to 
cross for what would 
have been just reward 
for his afternoon’s 
efforts. 

All the Barry team 
deserve praise for a fine 
team performance in 
what were extremely 
adverse weather condi¬ 
tions. The referee, who 
was being WRU 
assessed, also con¬ 
tributed to an entertain¬ 
ing spectacle. 

Barry: Ryan, Dix, 
Buckland, Provis, 
Gooderham, Hardy, 
Thorne, O’Sullivan, 
Evans, Hollister, 

Degaura, Tanner, 

Hadfield, Jones (c), 
Scott. Subs: Lundy, 
Parker. 

This Saturday, Barry 
welcomes 
Pontycwmmer at the 
Reservoir Field for the 
final league fixture of 
2012. 

CO 


cruise to ’win 


Youth 

AFTER not playing 
for four weeks due 
to weather and 
International fix¬ 
tures, it was good 
for Barry RFC 
youth to get out on 
the park again. 

Taffs Well soon put 
Barry under pressure and 
poor tackling from a ring 
rusty midfield saw the 
visitors go under the 
posts for a seven-point 
lead. 

Barry stuck their 
ground and worked their 


way up the slope with 
lots of possession and 
ball, retaining phases and 
helped by numerous 
infringement penalties. 

This territory gave 
Luke O’Sullivan the 
means to cross for five 
points while his brother 
Mathew failed into the 
wind with the conversion 
attempt. 

Down to 13 men due 
to discipline, Barry 
pushed up the slope 
doggedly, and from a 
quick tap penalty Jake 
Adams crossed for an 


unconverted try. 

Shortly into the sec¬ 
ond half, both sin binned 
players returned to the 
field, but their place on 
the bench was soon to be 
kept warm by their No5, 
who also took a 10- 
minute breather. 

Jake Adams picked up 
and drove over for anoth¬ 
er unconverted five 
points. 

It was all Barry now, 
and the pressure told 
when second row Jamie 
Oaten dived over to 
make the score 20-7. 

Barry front rower 
Kieran Davies also had a 
yellow card for an 
alleged leading elbow, 
then the opposition 
scrum half received a red 
for loose feet at the ruck: 
Taffs Well had definitely 
been on the wrong side of 
the referee all afternoon, 
and when the No6 
answered back to the ref¬ 
eree his second yellow 
produced the red. 

Squad: Blake Wall, 
David Evans, Mike 
Hamonda, Jake 

Connelly, Luke 

O’Sullivan, Mathew 
O’Sullivan, Brad White, 
Lucas Davies, Rhidian 
Mepham, Tom Adams, 
Jack Legg, Mitchell 
Scott, Kieran Davies, 
Jamie Oaten, John Miles, 
Josh Taylor, Cambell 
Prosser, Emyr Byrne, 
Jake Goodfellow and 
Luke O’Sullivan. MM 
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The Barry YPA team of1948/49, who won the FA Welsh Youth Challenge Cup, with John Collins centre of the back row, 
and future Ipswich Town star John Elsworthy third left in the front row. SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 28. 


Dinas Powys earn point 
against Cardiff Carries 


DINAS POWYS 
finally got a game 
played, having been 
out of action since 
November 17, 
against Cardiff 
Corries. 

They very nearly took 
the lead after five min¬ 
utes, Richard Yarr find¬ 
ing Steffan Davies, who 
flicked the ball past the 
onrushing Corries keeper 
George Mohammed. But 
an alert defender, run¬ 
ning full pelt, just man¬ 
aged to clear the ball off 
the line. 

Gareth Tedstone was 
then tripped some 30 
yards from goal and up 
stepped skipper Adam 
Raymond to drive a curl¬ 
ing shot into the net to 
give Dinas the lead on 12 
minutes. 

Gareth Tedstone, 
under pressure, then shot 
just wide and his pacy 
runs and crosses were 
causing some alarm in 
the Corries defence. 
However, as the half 
wore on and the soft 


pitch began to cut up 
badly, the hosts came 
more and more into the 
game. 

After a free-kick was 
half cleared by the Dinas 
defence, the ball fell to 
Grant Stewart, who hit a 
tremendous shot against 
the left upright from 40 
yards with Damian Lack 
rooted to the spot. 

Corries kept up the 
pressure with Stewart 
and Gareth Delve look¬ 
ing dangerous, but the 
score remained 1-0 to the 
visitors at the break. 

The second half was 
littered with free-kicks 
but Corries seemed to be 
keeping their feet better 
as the pitch got worse, 
and they had a good 
chance to equlise from a 
corner when Robbie 
James headed just wide 
when given too much 
room. They finally got on 
level terms when Liam 
Grant latched onto a 
cross from the left to beat 
Lack from eight yards. 

Dinas had two good 
chances when a cross 


Barrivale results 

LATEST results from Barrivale, 
December 4: 

First - Mike Close and Mark Roderick, 64.06 per 
cent; second - Mick Green and Peter Millar, 61.46 
per cent; third - Irene Thomas and Graham Jones, 
53.13 per cent; Reg Dyer and Ken Hannah won on 
handicap. 

December 11: first - Mick Green and Denis 
Mottram, 67.86 per cent; second - Mark Roderick 
and Noelle Bond, 63.1 per cent; third - Lyn 
Matthews and Alan Jones, 58.93 per cent; Lyn and 
Alan won on handicap. 

Please note there will be no bridge at the Pioneer 
Hall until January 8; new members always welcome. 

To join, call 01446 733425 or 01446 418380, or 
call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl Road, Barry on 
Tuesdays at 7pm. MB 


from Liam Jeremy was 
miss-hit by Mark 
Dunford, and from a cor¬ 
ner Steffan Davies head¬ 
ed over the bar. 

Corries were still hav¬ 
ing more possession and 
a free-kick from Gareth 
Delve brought a good 
save from Lack, but the 
score remained at 1-1. 

Unfortunately, Steffan 


Davies was shown a sec¬ 
ond yellow with two 
minutes remaining so 
will miss the next fixture. 

Dinas squad: Damian 
Lack, Steve Provis, 
James Bloxham, Mike 
Lewis, Keiran Harman, 
Adam Raymond (c) 
(one), Gareth Tedstone, 
Richard Yarr, Steffan 
Davies, Mark Dunford, 


Liam Jeremy. Subs: 
Chris Hinam, Jordan 
Phillips, James Williams, 
Matt Trottman. 

Dinas entertain Caerau 
Ely on Saturday, 
December 22 with a 2pm 
kick-off. 

PK 


Success for Rising 
Sun Tae Kwon Do 


SIX members of tbe 
Rising Pboenix Tae 
Kwon Do club 
recently undertook 
tbeir black belt 
gradings in tbe 
presence of Master 
Jeff Copp VII 
Degree Black Belt, 
wbicb took place 
over two days. 

Three of the club’s 
students - Rhian Jones, 
Bethan Jones and 
Thomas Jones, have been 
training with the club 
since it opened in Barry 
just over five years ago, 
and the black belt grad¬ 
ing was the culmination 
of all their hard work and 
dedication. 

It is an incredible 
achievement for the two 
sisters and brother, who 
are aged 13, 12 and 10. 

The club’s instructors, 
Paul and Tammy Nurse, 
successfully gained their 
3rd Degree Black Belts, 
and Emily Gillingham 
achieved her 2nd Degree 
Black Belt. 

The grading com¬ 
menced on the first day 


with a gruelling fitness 
test, immediately fol¬ 
lowed by 12 rounds of 
skipping. The rest of the 
first day comprised 
demonstrating expertise 
in weapons and pad 
work. 

Despite the aching 
limbs following the first 
day, the second day again 
started with an intense 
fitness workout. 

The students then had 
a chance to demonstrate 
their proficiency in the 
traditional patterns, 
which is the most impor¬ 
tant aspect of the art of 
Tae Kwon Do. 

Students grading for 
black belt must demon¬ 
strate 10 individual pat¬ 
terns. Those grading for 
2nd Degree have to 
demonstrate 13 patterns, 
and for 3rd Degree there 
are 16 patterns. 

Not only do the move¬ 
ments of each pattern 
need to be memorised 
and correctly performed, 
each pattern has a specif¬ 
ic meaning which much 
also be learnt. 

All students are 


required to have knowl¬ 
edge about the history of 
the martial art, and must 
learn Korean terminolo¬ 
gy. They were also tested 
on this as part of their 
grading. 

Yet more intense pad 
work took place and 
finally, each student had 
to break boards using a 
hand and foot technique 
before being awarded 
with their well-deserved 
black belts, which will all 
be worn with pride. 

Rising Phoenix Tae 
Kwon Do club train 
twice a week - at 
Highlight Park 

Community Hall on a 
Tuesday between 6pm 
and 7.30pm, and at The 
Hub, Barry YMCA, on a 
Thursday between 
5.30pm and 7pm. 

The club welcomes 
adults and children aged 
six and upwards. 

If you would like any 
further information, con¬ 
tact us on either 07971 
055247, or: admin®ris- 
ingphoenix.org. uk. 
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